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m2 Ff^Ol^OSST) PO'IKST ON TH?: KKN.^l nsUlBSiJLft, AL/iJrrA 


Pursuant to inatruotiona frors the Porestor of the U* S. 
T)epart!iie'*t of Agriculture, «i cxisaiiiation of the If^nde of tho 
Konol Peninsula Kraa aatte hy thu vritor, during the moniiis of 
Ootoher and hoveaher, with 30:.)« extra duytt in ^Docowbor spent 
the line of the railvrsy leading from S«»ard. 

Setwcon Vaidea and Soveard traval was porfomod In the 
e2>H staasn launch "Annie® of Bllwaar, Capt. Jmoa Battels, owner 
Aiid pilot* 

After a few d- ys tti>ent net<ir Sexmrd, & dory ptirdhased 
on Kanai Tjkhe, and tho jov^ntey to Kenal, on Cook Inlot, cmde do m 
the Trenat Rirar and lakes in thla boat, intorrwpted hy an ovor- 
la/id trip to the mining toanu of Sttnrlse and Hope on Tumagaln 
Ana. Prom Konai, dory and outfit war; taken on the S* Tyonlo 
to SeldoYlo, ahoro a native boy, Alaenti Rosina, won eoi loyed aa 
guide and packer. IHte journey to the head of Coal Say was lO’xde 
in the boat, thence orerland to Kussilaf Lake end book, with aide 
trips from different points along the j^horoa of Coal bay* 

Thlfc itinerary covered all important points of the region 
exc pt tho ocean aide of tho renlnaula from 3eld«via to Resuarreo- 
tion T<ay, tho open aoa being too rough at thla time of the year 
to atteSapt coasting in n arj-'^ll boat along this rock-bound shoro. 

In th® abaenc^:' of any mapa of tho interior, except tho 
charts, vihloh are very erronaous a© to th© interior of the 
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r«nln»ula, posltlonu dataminad au nearly aa poijalljlo t>y 

dotl£i&tin£ dlotanooy and l)y ooiapefc^e b«^. rings, tuid no groat ao«» 
wraoy Ib olcvliaBd for th^. 

The writer tc grateful for tJi® uniform ^"Indneao and 
zaany conBidoratlona Bjjd oourteoiee shown by oYory one mot, ea- 
paoially go to thoao Tdio oxtandad the bOBpitallty of home and 
ctwap In trua frontior stylo. 

Googruphy 

The TConal Penlnoula ia an olong&tod area of land lying 
la a genorol northeast and jjouthuttat direction, almost surroundod 
by tha satera of Prlnos 'William Sound, tho Pacific Ocean, Cook 
Inlet, and Turna^ala Aris. It Is altuatod hotwoen the 59th cmd 
Clat dagrooa of north latitude and the 148th and 15rind degrees 
of west longitude, and ia 152 milea long, its greatest width 
being 11 miles, with on ni'proxlnato area of 6,465 sejuaro mllss, 
or 4,13^5,320 acres. 

The word JCenai ia tho Ruasiftn tens for summer land, and 
in the flsrly history of tholr occupancy It waa a woil-rpopulatod 
region, rich in furs, eho'.inding In gaese, and its waters teonlng 
with salmon and other fifih} Its tolareCble elimnto and i^stera of 
penetrating waterwjAys offering inany indvioomonts to these oarly 
exj'lorors, whioh were utlllsod to the utmost. 

The principal of these waterways are Coul Pay, KUssilof 
Rlrdr and Lake, tho Kenai Sirer and LaJeoa, and Turaagaln Arm, 
will ch (tlmost sovors the peninsula from the stain land, and is no tad 
for Its extrozrjely hi,^ tldas, which rise 45 foot. 
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Tr9 ?C«nai lakon, with the oomiectiog rlTiTa, ne.-rly orosa 
tho penlfiaula In Its '^ideat pert, easily pe4B»ahle for ssaoll 

boats going down, but diffldult of asoont, owing to the swift, 
rocJry rapids, which aro fre<jitent« 'Hhtt KXtssilof Rlvar io liiort 
and s'.tlft Db rc tidewater, the Ird?# an admirable *&«ut of watar 
50 jnilGB long, reaching aorosa the pl«te«ai land to the foot of 
the jaountRlne. 

Kcuiheaiak end COal Beys are a deep indentation from Cook 
Znlet on the uouthweot ond of the penln. vila, ^lle on t^.e ocoari 
side ia a corleo of bs^'a and harbors extending into and &rov\nd 
the ahoros of Princo T^illiom Soimd. 

Poflurrootlon Buy is the moot Iraporttv! t of those, being 
the tomlnus of the projected railway to tho Yukon and other 
Tol^ ya of the Interior j the others are little known, except 
Port t?blle, noted for Its largo and ntaaerous glaoisra. 

In K goucriU. way tho ponlnv'la can bo divided Into two 
distinct topogrog>hto rogions, the eaoterXy, entirely mountainous, 
the «eat«>m, an uneven plateau of varying eloratlons* 

The mountainous port! n is tho greater, made ui: of a range 
of oxtrcTriely rugged mountalno, from 5,000 to C,000 fe«t in nltl* 
tude,^rtho valleys for the most port leo-f Iliad to a general ele- 
vation of 2,000 to 4,000 feat, the ioe uniting in a comi'^iot body, 
with its tentable-llke anas epraadlng in every direotion, large 
and wore nv/aarouo on tho coast oicte, i^ere nearly every embayment 


5 



• iip/odjced at tlia ■ 


I jtnal Archives st J ’ ■sill ; 


rttOGlr«a oao of thoso living, moving ico tonfjiiao, »oy;o r®n.chlng 
to the vratera, others 'bflickinc a atiiall area of u.-iolcaa glaolal 
dohrl s . 

?rom Prince Wllil««a Sound to Cstya i31l>,ahoth, tht coast 
line Is K'tds u|i of stoop, gonorally »‘o«Eh, rooky slops e rising 
to the sharp aTetss above the ice-fillod valloyc a^-d deflloe, 
with a narrow fringe of forest ollni?iftg to the rooky, trsoahoroua, 
surf-bound coast, while wvoy from this Is a desolate vasta, as 
yet too new tven the hands of nature to iiirre human nuodo* 

Xactondin':' from the head of Resurrection Bay arc tiro sep- 
arate valleys reatohing to tho he&dqators of the ’'enal River, 
which cut in twain thlo Ice-mantlcj.d range of mountains, taoJ^ing 
pofisiblo the construction of a railroad from a wsll-aholtored, 
doej -water harbor, free from Ice the yoer round, through the 
only low pass unobstructed by glacial ice in this ^ole Alaskan 
coastal range, valley followed “by tho railroad Is narrow, 

uneven, and well-forested to tho divide, 700 foot In altitude, 
then dropping to the Snow Rlvor Valley, thonoe to tho ’•'’anal hake, 
tho mountains rising Irbecply fr<»B this typical, U-shapod, gldoial 
valley, untljtf the strum roaohestths plateau region. 

The Resun*ection Rlvor Valley 'rom the junction of Bear 
CreoV, 4 miles froiis the bsy, is narrow, its floor a gravel flood 
plain, with poorly timbered sloj es connecting with the valley of 
Ruaslan Rlvor, a tributary of ICenoi Rivar, i;hioh enters between 
the two lakes. A oories of narrow, forested valleys pena rates 
the lower ioe-froo mountains between t?>6 Kenal River sod Turnagair. 
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An-, ell cout-ttlnlng ejuriforoue ^r«.Telo of naru or lajics valu^, 
at prcjjant tho isoet raaoxJiroefiJl eoction of th« psnlneula, also 
Sivlnf* thu most proailae for the futuro. 

The (Joolc I«l3t Qi(3o of the peninat-la ia rtj unaroa plateaii, 
rioit’f; (jro<UitU.ly frojn iho eriore lino to tho noun tains, axcopt 
where aoimrated fron the main ronjje by Coed Bay« 

The vwogt sshoro lino of this bfiy is k steep bluff 400 feet 
hlch, eeicaod wi;h oxpoaed ooul velna dipping to the north. 3?r<3c» 
this bluff the land rises vflUi u gentle alopo to a gonoral ele- 
vation of IjoCO foot, itc oxtrceiia height b-lng about 2,000 feet 
on Caribou '^ountaln. The ganoral alovation of 1,6 <0 foot reachea 
well acrosu toward tJie Inlet, an ',rea free fro.'i ourf ao- rock or 
gravel, vvlth a eoealngly fertile organic supiorting a 

scattered forest growth, this- intervening glades oororod '.vltb a 
rank growth of **bluo joint,” tiie low pleesos of the usual aiamijgpy 
nature, l^e draJ.nago of thia region ic to the Inlet j Anchor 
Point Hlvc^r being the largest otreom, ard this only a. crook, 
leading do*« a foreated dopracslon. 

North of Caribou a?ountaln thie hi^ ;round breaks down 
to on elsratlon of 200 to 300 feet sloping to Shesp Crook, rlnlng 
to 000 f-ot on the divide bat’-'roon Sh'rp Creak and Kuasllof Lake, 
soon r-aacMng the foot of the saoun tains ond snow line from there* 
Xhe ridge land breaks stosply around KUosllof Lake near Its hosid 
at tho foot of tho range, a broad, rlning pl&toiiu ridgo, separat- 
ing the lake fi'om the Ken&i River YalXoy* A low sv^avipy area, with 
nuaeroua lakes and jonds, ooeupias tho r.;gion from the Kanoi 
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Vulluy to rumo^^uin Arra, dr^intitj t?ve ^hicaloon JUv^ir rjtid ioc*4i»* 
ly toovai OB tho ChiciUootj PiMc, a not«d aioojjo ran^o. 

Thio entire plateuw, iilcli anfi lo'#i i»J 2*n oruti of r^rood, 
loaav floil, deep ocoujjh to bo of value aa a^gricultural l^ind. 

Most of the lo««r, dry ijoiiono aloos tha od^r-a of t>io uot«;vl 
otrOiActa vollaya, is vraU. dralnod^ oaoliy oldtarod^ furtile, atnd 
will no doubt b® u fanalnf: and grualn^j region of aonai iaporto-ioo 
lij the diatsnt future. 


Porosts 

The Kanai Peninsula, poaaosaed of uuoh an int<^rostinsly 
diversified topogiraphy, of liUcJi ollaiatic diffa re tides, end of auoh 
a variety of latent rooources, has a no loss he teroc;ei)eou a forest 
growth, nhlch coiablnas ovary cl'-oas of Alaa'ran foroat, with the 
oxoaftion of only four conifarc, nj^iAOlv, the fir, Abicu amabllls (?), 
tho rad esdar, !I^uja pllcata. the blacV pia«, Pinuo contorta. 
and t’^o yellow oodar, Chtetaocysoris neoticjat>enai»« the latter found 
in Prinoo llllcita Sound* 

Prihgeing the stoop, roohy shores of the rauay ojubeymanta 
of Prince tfllllaa Sound emd o'ion ocoan ooaot, io a tiTe of 
generally poor forest, la many plucoa withorod and blasted by 
the sweep of winds from the noarbj' giuoioro, struggling to attain 
the else and dignity of trues adopted to the uaea of mn^rlnd, but 
succeodlng onl.y in the aholterod dapresaiona and ravinoa, and 
around the oovac, where a souawliat groator acounmlatlon of orgJinio 
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coil hifes foi3t«rod tholr vroYrth, a sr^all pr-rt of vAfe-t la at Koot 
a vary reatificicd area for so jtrcat an extant of turritory. 

Alonp tha a’-'orots Cff Port and Itc syaWcs of fiorda, 

th«r« 1 h no ooiLhsaroiul tiaber at all. Tha foroatfc aj.v<lcii up 
of SitSca spruce, Picoa sitchcnata^ coast he3»loc>, Tsvra het<'^ro~ 
phyXla. sj}d MXoholf . Touga Piortenalana t the latter the doainant 
troo. Vlo’asd froK a dis-ance thono slopaa pro a 
w«ll«-fc>roatod arrearanea, but \fiQn axKsinod tha traos provo to 
be stunted ar^d 6tfpr*sesed^ Oj.’fcrlij;’: no induosni-srts to ItJanuonaon , 
Oocaaioniil etTuran of froEi BO to 100 noroe of a batter clfAoe ar4) 
found, with SO U) 40 pur cent of the growth spruce, so o of thoao 
trees 36 Inch as in diauiutor and. 120 to 130 foal high, but the usuiil 
run of the beat opruco ie frora 16 to 24 Inchos, with 2 to 4 logs 
in a tree, few with avo« one log cloar. Thaws bettor areuu ;iro ao 
ocattared that, olasscd as a ^holu, the forest ic little butter 
than a good woodland tyije, in Ito ji«id of savr tiwbur, bxat with a 
a^^allty auitefele for ties, short jdling, etc. 

The timber lino ao afferted by o>?poaure vstrico fran! on 
elcration of 300 foot in tha gulcho-4 bi’nJc from the bsach line to 
oyer 1,450 feet on the aloi^ott fttolng the Sound vraterB, xhsro ex- 
po ood to the southerly wlncln. 

To the wuatward of Port Sell luxui {locally Imowii aa ' inga 
Boy) there ia a gradual iaprcroinant In the forrjct cha>*act«r with 
a decrease In nioabors, olao, and quality of the coast hemloch, 
which coaoQc entirely at Port Biilnbridge, noos being found wciji 


* The Alent nwi& of this true uaad locally by whites. 
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Of Cftpo the booamuo th« dcsninant troa alons 

thu l.ov«!ir levels, the rdcfivk jt^ost mwnorotte 4n the xoo«, 

but ai/wtion on nil ojjj'Gt.od ilacon naf-J* r,oa lev«l» 

Tfciys TIarbor is t?x first on t^\o aalnlaad ooaust 'whioh 
h«o wy erjtent of coja>«>roif\l forest, soao Tory to^roce rniit- 

abl« for Xujab*r of any kind r^rovrlfi^ In tb/i f?uLoh«a and on the 
sloh«3 alonr Its aboreo* 

Aa beforu sLatod^ no exr^lnation vraa made of the ooast 
fror;: Resurrection B«y to yacheml: Bay, but It Ic fcnovn to bo s 
rou^, nxj»p:od chore with very little forest i^n« rally, but se e 
ivood Llrabar Sa roi'orted around Port Dio;:, Tort Ch&thara, sdjd Port 
Crahiaa— looRlly Snriish •though in the tw latter places tho 
Cook Inlet Coal yields Gou: tuny failod to find suitable plllnr: 

I 

fer their dock at Kocter* 

On ths iiiorea of Bcauj-ractlon Ray n good spruce forest 
Ic found with an nr^et. of over i^turc, decfsylng opruos extending 
up the valley along the llnb of the railroad, the best of it in 
the vicinity of Tiear La^o, -vlioro It is belnr rajxldly cut out for 
railroad purpoii«t. rollctflnt: tho line of the railroad fron this 
valley, tho forest laainti-lns Its coastal ohoraetor, with tJba 
Sitka opruce dominant, to on id Lake, there grtvdually merging 
into tho inland or plateau type, donoted by a Change in epooles 
and n narked deterioration In cir.a and quality of the oonlfcra, 
the cottonvoodu alone muintr.ining their uounl standard of height 
'.nd dlamater. ?>io dominant ircivt In this new tyre Ik the Pioog 
canadenots. with a mixtura of vOLohok, Touga rier tonal f*na. cottonwfiod^ 
Populuo btvlsaalfura^ quaking aspiin, Populuo tro:.Mloidoa« and 
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birchos^ i-apyrlf^ra tind Bo tula oogldcr: tails . 1‘ho olGhok 

iti found on the alopcs of the sjountain rf-Heys and in the vicin- 
ity of Turna'-ain Ans, there down to oea level. Tn© cot-onivoed 
grows alraost to tinher linn; rjone of the J&.rgOBt ejeeiiaons soon 
v/er© at an clovation of 1,200 feet. !?he aopen choosao the south- 
oni «xx-oeurs3i v.tillo the Mrehos are found ©rarywheru, some of 
the heot grorso seen ^era the tirnber meets the shrub alder on 
th© aest slop© of the ' oun tains- Another spruce, Ficea marlana ^ 
vao aeon in the srranj a of the plateau, enr (jcially on the Chioaloon 
Flata, a mall aorubby tree, rarely attaining a dtesietcr of 6 in- 
ches, a dirarf besido the stunted ?diite spruce. 

!Qio p©nincuj.a forests attain their prentaet elevation 
on th© dopes of tho mount&in valleys, in a few i.nctanices creai - 
ing up the shoulder of sor.s mountain unawept by snow-slidos, to 
suj .altitude of i;,500 feet, tb© general timber lino being from 
1,200 to 1,600 foot, but in iJtary places aa low as 600. In the 
white spruce zone a very small portion of the trees ar© large- 
snouc-h to mala? 12-lnch lumber . The average bra&sthigh dicc-.cter 
of Oxe boat of it ia below this, and vdien the ©ntir© area with 
its q.uantity of scu-d.1 dwarfed tnd ctuoted trooo is teken Into 
consideration the amount of 10-inch lumber is small. Tho lalneru 
of the Sunrise District during the past eight years havo e:Ry lotted 
almost tho Entire forest orof. of the Six-Mile and Oanyon Creak 
vallQya to obtain liaibar for sluice boxes, so infrequent are 
trees of a suitable dimao ter. 
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2!ho ontlro no foroat of & roi-lly cow 

aorci&l it hm not boon ol^sod as iroodlticnd. becauee of 

thu uxistenoo In rest rioted aroaa of trooa suitable for building 
wtttcrlfcl for local was, and they night alao bo of value in the 
fvturo for etullsi legging » trostle timber and other mining 
pT3rr>oa«o* Blrohoo fora a large part of this platocfiu foroat, but 
oro jja^ll in ola-a, reroiy ovor lO Inchor, tha larj^ent ivceo being 
HI Inohoa, and averaging lose than S lachos, Ihe lr<rge o&ae luro, 
as a rule, doottyed in Iho h'^art, «>’ahalil of oaj> being praotiotOlljr 
the only aotmd uod in ths tree and ore at presort of no use 
oxoept for ^ood. On the south slopo of 'baeiXof Iinlce ta»o wlllowo, 
gtOLlx >>laxansis (?), »«r« ooen, one 17 and one 21 Inolias In 
dlnmeter, both ohort-bodlod, b ‘cnq*-lng a fos» feat abere the .■*round, 
t«!d badly deoayiid, a nry umitsual si**. 

Along both sltoros of C al Pay end on, the olevsted plrii^wu 
betsvtson it u-'ci Cook Inlet tho forest eondltton is poor, ’'Tiile 
there la a fair al^cid of trfjos for tho region they ara practloaily 
gone. Axoni^ the bay shore 40 to i,0 por o.:nt of the older st^d^ 
Ing troeo ure dead, and on the high plate&m BO to 100 per cent 
ora dead but still standing, having evidently all died about the 
aorco tlrm . They ara being euooeedod by a new growth seemingly 
not as thrifty as their predeoeaeors) those of to-day are very 
liuby, short-bodied, and have a repld taper. This ^owth hao not 
yet grown to lumbar also, the largest being only 12 to 14 Ine'.es 
In di Witter, and without oare their futnru is dastruottoc by fire. 

The beet et^Ade of cloan, thrifty blroh were i;ed» botws'^n 
the sintoe and aldur «^rowth, &% ar elevation of aOQ to 1,000 foot 
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on t' 0 diTlde Shoe?!' rJroak and TvCasiloiT Lalro, the aboenoo 

of fHilan log;* or foraat littor boingr in ploaain.^ contraat to 
tho ta»rl« of dovsjj trees in the i^ruco foraet. 

- Oboarvatlonc in 5.he plataan region load to tbo conclusion 
that there la a grr^ual inoroaso in the O'r.aap area, whiesh ha» 
been encroaching on the forent for ogee, and there is ovary 
evidacoe, indicated by old loge and decayed atiist) b of large si««, 
that a i Tohlatorlo forest of groetar/proj ortions ones existed, 
probably deotroyed by fire before tiie Russian occupancy of the 
region, each si;.cc coding ganeratlon disiiniahing in slxe ai' d (juan- 
tlty until they arc reduood to tholr prosant imj overishod stato^ 
Shan the ne.v era in tha country* o history deiaands the beet that 
is or was, to old in tho upbuilding of a new isapira. 

The entire forested area aggregatos 1,784,203 acres, 
divided as folloes; 



Acres 

Timber forest 

43&,0?0 

Blroh 

ie,dl5 

tPoodlond 

920, U4 

iKimed over 

116,947 

liountHln gross land 

131,044 

Uardh 

24,701 

Barren land 

2,519,004 


The follOKrlng ore th« princip*! forested looalitiee, 
with spproxia&to • areas end <if;!&nti ties: 
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Koa^'.rrdQtlon t'-ay r<i^Lon* Hltka 
fiprueo doQilnant moat of lum- 

ber treaa old and oruraiature, af- 
fected In tho heart j boot lumbor 
area on poninsula. 

Aoros 

£pruoo, 6 M F«** aero 60,570 

Alchak, 600 foot per acre 

Daya Karhor, Xlinb'jr oatno charac- 
ter as Raourreetioa B«yj harbor 
oi’Oni llttX« ohaneo for rafting 
timber} land nearly all otoop, 

1~ to IS million aooe8Bible» 

OpruQO and olohek, S U per aore 6,C43 

Cape Puget to Bayo Karbor. 

Spruo^^ dominant} not acooccibla} 
at OOP cliff a} heavy s«rf. 

$pruoo, aoao alehek, 3 X per acre- 10,967 

t^or*>a of Prince *>yiiHfiza flound. 

Steup ground} alohek dominant} 
aCRQO hcralock end ajruce} 1,750 
foot per acre. 60,17P 


z.iina) Archives at o n'.ll • 


Toard feet 
302,660,000 
♦8,456,000 


45,215,000 


32,^01,000 


140,315,000 
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Acre# Bo rA feot 

Fenai l^'re ro^icm* Svorything 
OT<ar 6 Jnc^.di] counted ^In tAiite 

Bpruooj dominant tr«ej Z V. per aero 46,656 &3, 312,000 

TurBa.«;«i.n Ana region, illxad 

apruoe and alohoki 2 Sr per aoru 6,730 17,472,000 

Bemrrection Oroek. Tim'bsr 


poor . 


7 ? 

8]>ruoe and alohok 

24,766 

24,766,000 

Slx-Wlc BiTftr and "^aatoa 

Croak. Koarly all fapruoo. 

1 ¥ p«r aero. 

22,464 

. 22^4t4,0r>0 

C^arta Crook* All fiprueo; 

poor green tlabor on oldos* 

I M par aoro. 

6,912 

€,91<.,000 

f'onal Klvor and trilmt&ri&a. 

Spruce and oottoawood on lev 

land} fow alohek on high 

ground. 1 K par aoro. 

92,996 

52,996,000 

Indian I'^lror* All oprueoj 

faw good tr«oe. l-l/s K pur aoro. 

2,660 

4,320,000 

Souths! do K\iatilIof' X.ak«* Spruce; 

tlmher small; hireh plentiful. 

1 k por aore. 

-14r 

43,200 

43,200,000 



Co»l Bay, aids I apruco; 

rou«;}i ground; 30 to 40 far cent 
doad, 1 K; per aare. 
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Acres Board feat 

17,730 17,730,000 


Anchor Point P.lvor» Oirucej 

fi.lr for Ajffion. l«lA iX per ucro gG,3B4 30>id76.0C>0 


Hotal 


401, OSe S09, 2^/0, 000 


Btrch foroet 3 to 3 oorde per 

acre. 16,Si5 67,^:60,000 


Woodliarid. J'ixed blroh, a-Bien, 
and spruce fore at m?.l table for wood 
and caall MlBlng tiabora 750 tuat 

per acre, <>20,114 600,0:i6,000 


l&trGliaotabie Tinabtrr 

The tsr;i, Ktirchnnta'ble ttsih^r, aussuptibid of iiO mmiy 
differ'snt Jzppiicttwlowa, in here xused to d^Bignave foreat itratm 
producin?t thaher ryUi table for any pa5n:o;;te other ^/ood, such 
fto the naoda of nxi laol©.tad liyiRlng rcfilon ’ouid dantJa/.d in tJ-iO 
ahrtonco of a better q,v»vllty, 

Por eaw timber, s^fruoa lu tha trr;e uswtillj iiought, »aid 
the atAndftrd typo of trei desired is far aupericr to the fore at 
feverttre, roeultin,-? In the waot« of inferior atui'f, in a« effort 
to obtain the (Quality vwynted. 
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On the of Frinco ^1111 rtr Bownd thsm le no quan- 

tity of .'^ood tlxibor^ Isut aasiill iaolf’s.ted traots of fair hunlooSc 
ara found, thou/sfh too infrtiq;uent to be icfi^god ac ouch rtlon« . 

■Woot ''ard of t3i8 ?>our.d Tfsitare, the aj'ruce ie of b^tttor quell ty, 
and ru linsltod uroaa ouoh cm found in Ihiget !?arbor and 

hhirhcr, «lth upoard of -0 U i-or aoro, but iho ojaa 

watoro utr'd a tondant ourf ol^oot prohibits ien utilization, emd 
the forooi. 'rovln- on thtf oteej , ourf-bound cliffs botneen th«»so 
buyi) lo not &TRllt.bic at all. RoBurrootlon Jai' ie ebsltftrod, a,nd 
in ounr'r^r ite tixtbor can b« obtuinod, though ito .. tvoj cldee 
Bjalo io^glttc difficult. ’A’oet of hore, tiiabt'r is not cocci eiorod 
of a q\mll ty or in ouffloient ^uuntlty to bts uaod, until Port 
TUok l» reachsd, acd if tho sdn-rrstl proi^eovc dcvolop, the aT?i.il- 
able supply «lll probably be wtiliaed ©n tho -round. 

7li« iipruoo foreap bc-dy in T?U.loy at thu of Peauri* 

niotlon Pay Is the oast of tJu# ontlr'e poclnsuln, adeciei tracto 
cutting ..5 to 35 li i-or acre oultablo for heavy rullrcd ’.iKb^rc. 
^Jlo the r®i* cent of oloar^ituff ic scanil, tho tlstbdr ic- of a 
fair eTorsgo quality. The stund io r-iduo^A by difoot and poor 
trnots of soeond growth to about 5 2i per -fcoro as ar Avjrtf-o, 

Aftar orcfibing tho divide ar.d entorins th« 4ilto ayruot 
( PI 09 a canadecttis ) rwgion, the ti .b^r li, of Viduu for Icc 1 iue« 
only, t'.drc cein^ a vary o:!;*!! ooct of tho stand lair, 're enough 
to naJeo li-inoh luwhjr, ouii t}»o railroad contruotore are oarlolt- 
Ing the 9qtlr>« ’'oiial hako region to obtain ties for ths lina from 
tho lak« to th« Arsu Ihe value of the tlrabsr la this ruglon is 
due to the r.cwd of it for fiiturc aiains oparatiouB, for x*iich 
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Btoflh oau bo ussod thKt i» net of tmIho for othitr I’VLrjo ^, 


Undorgrourth 


Tho un-rlorgro .'t>‘ of t>'.o rosjlou la of no Ir^jort&rsco a 
I'rotootlon to tfjo ooiX, Jtnd hft» no coon«aic raluo in ite r&latlon 
to thir roMuroue of thw ruj^lon or to tho forest frrovth, rh« 
treo vsriilowof eJinib eddorat^ ote,, h-aro a fut\ire yuIxjo a» vMood, 

Ar.d no« u»«id to aOc.-o oxtost. 

PoUowlns i js » littt of th-.T ohnibK tsjid xtudon^^rowth cf tho 
r«fidr! In Uio ord^r of thalr l7ap^rtlnnc€ : 


Shrob ftldor 
Treo ftlder 
Tr«* ^rlilovc 
Tree >fiXlow 
fihrub 

T)«Tll»e cl«b 
Red older 

MlfjJib’jeh or?tnbt»rry 
SalBonborry 

HwoVJLe berry 
Rlttoberry 
Movintrdn aoh 
Ground .funipor 


Alnue alBuatc. 

AXimg (f) 
gaXtx alMcenalc 
geltx etteheneif^ (v) 
Sedix berolayl 

^j^shtgopenax hopldim 
y^uboiia 

yibi;rintei pwclflerun 
HttTwjte gieotaVtltg 
Voeolnltfit fclexeacla 
Vaco in lug uXiglnoama 
OorbuB aaeibuoifolla 
JuBlperlt oo-v?!uniB 


Ir ad'iltioR to theae aro sxmsi^f ttimuul and pltokte 

tdiloh, with tho nreat ^<eitltioo of ((fraoo--a kind of *’l>lue jolftt* 
reeeffihXlR.i? a eearae rod top, —grow yery r«*ak In Gis Kouatolne 
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■ind plutoau refrion, pKTticiilsjrly so on th<j hif?h plateau wt»at of 
Coal Bisiy. Thlo gri^sa, liko the ha’lock tsaedlin^s of lire o©»«t 
cld«, (juJo-'ly auecsede tarry disturbance of exiatir.r condi tlona, 
growing fl.iif-ocially rank and thtc'-'— often ovar 6 fost In haij^ht-- 
In b^-rned arena, like brfto’icn famo of tbv Pcvclfto Coast, atart- 
inff In nftv burns x^lmcst Lcfort^ the aabca tarn cold. *^an graon 
in fsuimcr It asakas an exooilent f«od for &txy kind of stock, but 
In thy sprlnfj and early su^Jner b of ore the now greon graeo »ata 
well btartetl, in th« trii.-w and origin of inany foroat 

Heprodatction 

In the noaot foraats the ycu^rr hoa^ock and x^'nitjo tytlokly 

t * 

restock smy disturbed forest coriditions, and will alesy# a^dntaln 
th«r'?£Olytfo to a ccrtt lfi dOi-roti cf v.afulnass, but iho new j^rrov^th 
is not 03 clean cf r so tall aa tho older on^, Who-'a seen, 

usually In tho Ylelnlty of «n old Indian vlllajre Where conditions 
were not the best* 

In the tt;>untaiR ssotlocc, wliere flro la o&oh year «noro«ioh* 
Inf* on the. foroet area, tho rsi roduction of '.ha conlferB lo al- 
aioot h peleao, Sst‘.f.aen renal Lake and Eunrlae, the foruotc arc 
iHr-eiy burned, end not cv<4r 60 sf ruco seadlln'^s tero seen along 
40 ailes of trail. Alonf-. the renal Lirer, In t?io , lateau r’^gleo, 
where th«"e is a rcod soil, a fe^ apnioe oeoiin^^o wore seen In a 
Twrn 14 years old, alxod with a growth of qurOting aspen, blroh, 
arul willow, but the first rrowth \a a srt?neJ*al Is of the 

brond-leuwed warloty, and when this haa almeat attained its growth, 
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than ho'^in# the rotttockin-’’ of tho wyiruco, tb« younr trttaib i-ro- 
tttOtGd by th« ohort-Iived deciduous trs^e uniil able to t«3co 
oar<* of forest all Indicatao that olilo oyatosa 

has rronu on for nony yo^tro, at lonat aino« the Russian ocoiQ>;'43oy, 
th«r« boin.*: many «Tridc:nooo of their old cuttings rsat ckod In 
this w<!r« 

All the oottlferB of thla rofion aro prolific aoodoro, 
many ar::all trsos b^iorlnc oonos udiloh all oaea to be proauctivo, 
and arw usually au' flelont B<3od trees in the burned arsaa 

to rsa *ily restock them, and, In tho plateau region particularly’, 
there ia a *rood eoil »hioh lihotild raaxUl;*- pro^aote a forest gtrowth, 
but for oo’-e reftsc*^ they do not get a atari end grow slowly udiea 
they do* Or. the f<-hol« th^* reproducing jbccrs of this’ forest are 
not rery encourn^ln;":, esgjhaaining the naed of care for the exist- 
ing trees. 


Tire is a serious taenooe to the forests of the siovntain 
and plateau regions* 'xhe fire oeason begins &b>ut !lay 15 eoid 
lasts until August. The first onth of this period is th<^ i&ost 
dangeraits, «ftion, as a rule, the shlos hTc oloar, with prevailing 
westerly winds which dry the dead grasses and plants until they 
are like tinder, and oatoh fire at the least opportunity, the 
fire sp*reaciing rafiidly, killing (Everything in its way. liet^ven 
Coal and. the Inlet ehore tho grass grows luxuriantly and 
thoJ*'^ are wany down treac, firs is partioulfcTly dattgorous. 

In the Ko;.o and Sitnriue districts fires have killed 
nost of th*i Kuoh^naedod tlabor. In ld96, the year of the rush 
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to thuea " firar ewaift uj- Cfluiyon or^sok, nojirly 

iSTary c&bln of ths ntraara and dootroylaf: laoel of the tiabor, She 
aon&on tcia vary dry* tha hundreda of r^nn worJrinr ftlonr the 
orack, put tin?* in wln.^ dama and doic^ othor work, hod acouaailftted 
Rjuoh llttor and doud tope, idU.«h^ whon oot on fire, throujjb oaro- 
lOBonoao, rooulhod diaastrouiily to thoao for^iota, aiid they oliow 
no ci/rot of reooTeriHg. In the oarly doya, tt trao thoufrht, and 
undouhtodly lo Ir part si fact, thatforcoi flros dsatroyod the 
doaqultoao v^iioh wara suoh on sunnoyanoo, nnd they ware eat for 
thlc purj-oao, with tha r^eult that ssuoh of tha timber io gone 
mnA tha aooqiUtooa nta£itl,y there yet* 

Flr-ao wra ooj^atlmoo siot to clear the rank growth of graaa 
frott tha .wining dltchea when being repaired in the airing, Thaae 
oauads, with tha usual feaeunt of oareleacnesa, each year a 

new area of burn added to the already proportlonKJly largo one* 

Kuoh of tho platojvu rcjjlon is lunrscd, eareolally along the 
Kanal Hirer on both Hidoe. 

Tha ttxtar (don of th^9 railroad into thlo fire area, with its 
aoeuaEUl&tlon of tope and forest dobris alon'^ the lino, adde a 
new menaoo to the living forest, ee. eoially with wood*burning en- 
gines sueh are used bow. 

The attention of tv.e cia'>a'e(^nt of the railroad was oall^d 
to this f(t\ot, t(nd they oantmplate the uss of spark nrroaLere, 
it^ioh will bo a pr^osoitlon, if not h sefegourd. 
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He&ourcag &??<! Ijodubtrleg 

Liko ttost of Alns>:& th9 fiol:«rlos rend mlnorol wsolth are 
the irosont and prosyectlro rosouitoo. 

into sftlmofl c&nneri«8 vwr« In oyar&tlon on the C&ok Iniet 
tthor«, bttt one, li;«eat'^d ou.ihe '^cnai Mver ono mile above its 
mouth, -roA burned I^t (firing. The other io located on the nouth 
of the ^Bollof Eirar, ovned by the Alas^^a Paokora* Aaaooiation, 
hanrinf? a oai'aoity of 50|000 eas«a per oeaeon. The floh euro 
taken frou tho JCenai and Kuaoilof rlTyru, both prollfio audwon 
atroQ 2 » 8 « Iilttle uau is made of the foreata by thla intetTprieu, 

&8 ail of thoir building ajtd bo^ materiel, io bhipied from San 
yrarsolaoo, Coilf* The only afetive timber uuod io flrasreod end 
trail) poles and stoksa, s rural hundred of the latter boinjr cut 

0 

««oh aooaon. 

The lm»onse cool depoeita Of tlie "aal Jl«o’ region sro 
practlorxlly under-* lope dj tho tjsallty a£ the ooal offering little 
InduoS 'cnt to go da with rorv aov ctarted. The moat mtensiro 
dorolopi 2 »on t work vag done on tho ivoet end of th-'- Kotnor Spit. 

Thlo work 'fttf.a begun in 1894 by the Alaska Coal Cowpttny of San 
Franoiaco, tHken oror in 1S99 by the Cook Inlet Coul Tields Com- 
pany of Philadelphia^ Pfc., and the ezistinc imi'roroiueata wade by 
then* A dock i*%a built at deep vrator on tho end of the spit, 
and 7 ntilos of railroad oor.neot with the nlnoe. Zho first loads 
of oool broujcdit to tho dook ir. 1900 ore still in the oora, •diora 
loft on thij triusk at that tis»* ITr. 3* F. P^borthy, tho re aidant 
ssenngor, \raa hopeAil of a ronowol of tho sork.but this ie doubt- 
ful, as thero is no local wnrvot and the quality— a Itj^t llgalte— 
dO'ia not vrarrant t • 

-Jal- 
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Oofil Ifi also found «lpd^ tli« west uhoro of hfi^p /i«d 
was sown on both eidos of .-^aaap Creek »os«> dletiuios up the vall«ijy. 
It ie b«inc oj^ieitttd aoasr Port but no o;ct*asivs urorlt 

h£e 114 on done • 

■-:r# Peaborthy found the ttebor in th«a riolnity of T'Toaer 
too ereall for cutting into mining tihibars suitfibXo for th^ir 
pur OSS i th only use it oowld b-a put to mm for atulia and 
lr#girtg. 

In ISOk the Aurora Or>ia VlijSng of ?ia» Ycrk City 

put up a^dl iSilipoi.l aiftohloary to Aurora, on the sfcct 

side of Ooi,X Bay, for :h« doroloj’fsort of a {?oId*b<stt.rln |5 ijuart* 
vain, but it «•»» reported yaluolose by the tni^ineor sdio oa^ertod 
th« T»'opo**ty, fenti the aaehlnery lo still on the dock, 

Qu^ts of i^od ftsuay vt\lu« has boon found around Port 
J>lokf and the dieocYorors expect to doyelop a ^sine n«xt 

season* 

?lac&r fold is found nwuriy OYcryul'icro on tho ponineulA) 
abandorod norklnge and unusod hydrtt^llo outfits*- the doroliots 
trhieh mark the aosno of uroolod hopfta«*sr<; froc^ientiy found. 

The only f tying plaoer is in the riolnlty of Koi^e a;:d Sunrisa, 
Where frold u first discoTsred in XSbX« A food strike in X896 
oausod the oW4pod« to that sooVirn In and (XiUrt' ndniziQ 

has been earrlod on aXr.co. rho cmsS' has mvor boon oonoidorod 
rich, the individual eslnsr roollnlnc Xittla auira than a •grub* 
froa year to year, but rooont bydrai^lio vorkinjco bsTe 
produoed aoro gold, tho ihip^aenls In 1@04 being double thoao of 
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any provioua uoason^ proaioing ouch battor trine's JTor the fXituriS. 
Oonciderabla rsoney la b-in#; spent for dredgers £«id hydrawlic 
nachlnJi^j the former to rork the deoj;- gravel of the etretoa bedB, 
the iattur to develop the bonchdigginge 4 diioh heretofore have 
bean worked but elightly, 

Oopj or ora is being doveloped on lynx Creek with unoor- 
i-rin reaulte, and prospeetB ary developed slowly t\ll over 

the paninovl&, but c.o far no q.uarta mine is on a peying baola. 

Up to thia time work has {Tonu on in a elow way, the penin- 
sula attracting little acten&iun exooiit as a gemo region, being 
oonaidored out of the world ioid difficult of acocsoa. The taost 
icipertaat event in its history was tho beginning; of oonstruotion 
work on Cio Alaska Central liallwey to run from Seward on Rosurreo- 
tion ?'0y to jojne point on the Yukon Rlv-r. 

TH&r ao- e time the future of this antorpriao wan In doubt, 
but 80 far ae csoj be asoertci nei. from, those intareatod tho building 
of the ro&d Is an aor^ursd f&ct, every effort will be sade to 
extend the line at least 100 , miles next season* ‘^he exact route 
is not yet del< 3 r 3 dnod, surreylng partios being in the field at 
the present time, solectlng tha raost feasible route to and be- 
yond Turna'>in where bo o engineering difficulties will hare 

to be orercomd . The propo;^ed route ivili lead up the VLatanuaka 
Vallo>, tapping the mlvsbl.^ deiooits of hard, biturainous eoal 
known to exist there, and then is '^o be extended to the Tancma, 
where the recant placer di .(Ci'varios are attracting hundreds of 
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Tho conotrccstian or thl« rctllreud I 0 drn.w'ins' fee-rtvll^ on 
thi* timber rtiAouroes of tho Innd oontlguOua to itti lino, b&w 
tintbor boin? talron fro&t homoato&ds, jil&cwr olatraB| &na all pi'ivatd 
holdini^e, <rithout oonasnt of th« olairicusts asid in Bplto if tholr 
protoBtB. It is tho 00091 any* 8 in>.ontioa to out iiaibor at tho 
jroBont mill site to be transported 60 boforit th«i ?slll 

»ill b« jBorTod. If it ifc fovajd n«oett; aury to buSXd anow e^.ode on 
Turna^ain Arm, th^ dsaund for tijnber for this T>«>rk will affoot 
tho um>rly areUlable for the ninere on the adj aoent creeks. 

The eatabllsiBHent of this alloAaserioon roilroihdl to the 
Interior of AIa8'<a threuirh the noot reaouroefni of all of ite 
territory vlll undoubtedly be the oauee of r oonslderable ixiflus 
of eill der^iep the iRtent eeelth of the oour try in 

KhAt le ttov gl veritable elide mesa Juot &«akenin<^ te & reetliAa^ 
tlon of its pooeibilitieo* 


lAiult^rinE 

Until the I'txst year very little liJaborln^: hee boon f5otia 
n the penls^iUlA, and this In oonneotion with set«« mining 
esterprlee* Prerloue to this tlso the minim end othere using 
lumber eiiiiouwod ehat they needed, the mioora out their oupply 
la the idle eeaeon, oostlng about .^ao per K delivered, ^ip* 
eawyera aero paid ‘}A per day each, tea caan outtlo'- from ;i?00 to 300 
feet per day. In the furnarnin Arm region, trees suitable for 
10 and X£ ta/ nred eluiee bottoco ^re not r adlly found, fee 
trees outtins: more thfii) H logs, and npany only en^ suitable for this 

pU)[pOciO« 
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Th^ Co act ?^inln-; nixiii tijity of iXoi-o, worlrlai:: on & 

quart* jrottroct, oporatirr In oortnactlon with tha rali3t»r ;:rae1c 
Kin { nr Cacgpaic, a»5d tha rack ‘ ini&n Ccay tujy, working ilaoer 

rround Ir that Ticlrity, havfc » nlom. ailll with fc outting oopticity 
of 10 K par dj^y, Tout owing to the ar-.ftiX olfio of Uao ilfflbor^ tijsn 

output KvoruMTci frosi e to S V jor di-gr for* tho first fioason, «*on 

300 K wao <jvt in a ruPi bsglnniag in JuJLy^l904. Of tha 

i«R0unt ??r. ^ueard, tho supor Intandant of tha ’.ropurty, 

stated that a Tory little over 4 or only 13-1/3 per cent, 
t5(3id« luiaber; the sioat of it out Into I- 1/2 x ft, Ic f-aot 

long* Anything^ that would wrorV into rt :8 x d wau out, and "by 

tiaing » ?!artr edger cyorythlng poosihlo Araa gotten out of the logs 
12 f«‘t long, running lO to 12 per M. 1f>»o trceo yielding two and 
Br&jetlisoo throe lojjs, often only one. AlcheJc is largely oxjt, and 
)r* Buzard thlnka that for !ttinin» purposoa it is^9U|>erior to the 
spruce, helf.g ol oarer ctf’d etronrer. 

'fhe Bill vt^oe or® the «K£3e no pteid io miners, $3 jer 
day roid board* Ibo legging done by this oouptocy lost winter <rae 
the first .'inter wag«< eorfeing OTory done in the c«aj . Tho loj.-rera 
were paid ^l.?i5 jer day, wr'fclnv ti.^id, horses b-^ljig Uttod to haul 
the logo* Mr. Busjard had no t it Ires, ’.0 of the co*t of the logo 
at the Tslll, The tlsibcr wa* esut on their craolc ylacir 

grouBfi, yielding frox 2 to 3 W per aor» of a^ruce and 1 %a )i 
of oiohek in the be.-^t bodlee of it, 

Jfr, C, r. Garter, •urcrlntenttant of the K&lnbow Croak Kisiag 
Cotajany, vdio Is al:^o uniter tnt on d^^nt of the oonatrueticn of a #75,000 


iit)*. 
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dretiginif: plwit to opcrAtod on Paljaer Orsolf, etatod thet hi a 
ocmg^any was putilisg in a nmail oteust taiXI on Kainbow Crsek on 
tha north old* of the Anii, oipoeito Itfiiw, to cut luahor for their 
hydraulio plant on t/tat fttrearr'. 

Zhs nill h&e euttlnc; oar-Roit^ of 20 li por d^| luaber to 
bo cut of the ooa(pany*o plaoor holdings for thoir own use. 

A »o*eftllod eavaaill woo rdportod on Bertha Oroak:* It Itt 
a whipsaw run by watar po»or, with a ociaolty of 400 foot ) or 
day, the owner haring a con tract to furnish N. P* Hiito, a nine 
operator in that wieinity, -rlth 14 H of flum« ^a.terial for season 
of 19054 

She Cook Znlot OofOL yields C^pany of K<tmr put up a 
an»kXl oill trlth a Cf^peelty of 3 to 4 k per dai', and out about 
20 then ahut dovna, the prodiiot bsln^ too la-'^oU for i^inin^ pur** 
poses and ooetln^r Aore than Sound luAb-::r dellYered >a their 

dock* Tha exoeeelre cost was due to the osgpens'^ of settin<^ out 
sound Ions of a also suitcd^le for their purpoao* Ur* Pesiberthy 
stated that if operations wore r»eun}«d all their Itusber and 
piling would be iaportod froa Seattle, as the naterial obtained 
locally oosts tofe siudh and Is not up to the standard req^oired 
for such work onoept for atulla and lagi^iag* 

A 8B9011 Biill was pnt up on 'renal Lake in 1900, but the 
AOnai Lake Ifinlnf; Conpany who built it quit work soon after it 
stariod, and nothin;^ was ewer done with It. A sv4<ll sill was 
put up On Indian Kir^ near head of TTuseilof Lake l»et year 
to out .'sinlng Aaierial, but it newer out anything tc siesk of. 


<2& 
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The laoHt Qxl9n&lr« XumVcr otittin^ on the V’onlhQula ia bolnjg' 
done the Alaaka Control Kail oar C03ii/any*a siiXI, now Xooattrd 
id the B«ftr lAka Vallea^ about 6 aaiXaa froD ::^«-urd« 

This klIIX vftft first urootod on the :;«»ard Xownaito, md 
started runnin^t sept«sabor X&, 1903, ofitttlci: 4 to 5 ]f per da^, 
until Utrcii 1904) when tho cut was iuoreaeed to 7 31 per dsg^i, 
eawinp railroad tiHjbors with »<mio co- jnereleX Xumbor norkod off 
of the 10 {?a in aXabbln^ thos to a ro(£tzieit« else for railroad 
purpooso* Zn July of thl» yoar the »11X was aoy^td te its present 
Xocatioit and tho lumber cuttiTig Btopi>«d, tJie demand for trestle 
timbers ero/rdin^ Uie r::ill to its groatost e>trooity* The cut nov 
avere(?(»8 abevt 13 U i-or day, a ohemoful eoount of waste being 
slabbed off of th^t logs te bo burned. 

I<e^ging ia don^ by contract at $4 per h, Scribner Poole, 
the ralltfoy eoapeuiy furnishing tlsa engine and o^ble. Lining 
was being done about l*l/3i milos from the mill, hat^ling the logs 
by train, but the new setting i» near tho mill, md. tho cutting 
about half a mile distant. Th<J present oontraotor, Hr* J. b« 
Johnston, ie working a omw ef 13 man at on uTorege wage of 
$3.50 per day, putting in about 13 U per day. The ground ie 
eren, with a good down grade, inches ef dry anew a;«3ciiig ideal 
logging oonditione* The unaron growth of tho timber neceseitates 
froqaivsnt moTes, from 200 to ®00 H being obtained at a setting. 

%e best tistbar yields 25 to 30 trees per aore inii table for their 
purpooe, aroreging about 1,000 feat p*r tr«e, cutting from two 

e ♦ w 

to fire 14»foot logs. 
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Thd »«ttlairB alone tha rsillroad hare Btronufly protoatod 
ahealnst th« oaaSiin:f Uskln^g; tlu'bur froc; tihoir hojsoataadB^ Ijut to 
no eivaiX, and tho Z* Consaisaionor at Soe^ard adviood tSiom that 
thoy had no rodreaa In tho mat tar. Hr. A. V? S^mnltZ} CEblaf 
]<tar>in^or and Hauiaeor of the Alaalra Centrol Hnilu^ay, statod t^at 
they wr« odriaed hy the Ro^latrar of the tJ« land Offioo at 
Juneau that they were prlrllog-d to out on any Xooationa raada 
auhsoquent to the Xooatlon of the railroad Xln«. 

CO far the cotapr^y ht^ve cut hotBeon 4,030 and 4,600 U. Of thia 
amc>unt about 100 irt was acid to the eojsnzloeary pocfple and others 
oonn acted with Uio r&llroad. In the first X4 sslXoo of lino, 
Xlsool fttot of trestle 'ifM jut in. ilm bents are made 

r 

of round, &nd the mudaiXXe of he'>m tlmh^s. 

Ur» Gwanlts st;»t9d that timber for the first 60 miles of 
trsok i!<ould be out at the present mill site, as th-^ra vaxs no 
aaw timber in that distanea. The noxt mill site la to be located 
on the north eido of Tuma'rotn Arm, «4ier« i^ood ti^bor 1 g sc^ain 
found, then moyini; to the l^atannsba Valle/. 

A woodt»bv.riii«g: looomotlTo is used idalch coflo'iiaoo 
Qords of mo& per day, and the elodtrle plant uses oorda, 

oostini!: ^ per oerd, some belni; out by so tilers, ifr. ^anitn 

i 

slated that the ityersi^e eost of tiea yas ^4 oonts, ^lle Vr« F« 
Young:, «no lo tie ianieotor, stated that Id eents »as paid for 
ties piled in the «roodB, and 20 oents »h«n piled alon^ frade. 

Tie oelltr^otfi are lot persoirn outtlrg or land reoorded 
au homesteads 3«l/2 miles from C«-rard, the ties for use on ter- 
minal grounds near to$>n and snj<dsor« nuediod. 
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rh» YaJ-.tit&t; UL'-ljsr Ca8ir‘'“Ky ahippin^ Ixmhur trm 
stills at Yajoit&t for Uii» asric^fcj &» wil a« rr«ffi ttioir miXl» at 
B«ll(sr4, wf&ehlog oa • 

!>!« folXo^alag aro the of iwaber p«r H f«©t at 

«$«ward in Oetober, 1904 1 


’tlg9t 

Souind fir, ro\x^ 

^*00 


sized 

SB.OQ 


rustic 

36.00 


flooring 

35.00 


droostfd 

35,00 

Takv.tftt apnios, all kind® 

25 ,00 


ahi scales 

3,50 per 


Iwa'bor prices at Suorlsa and Tloje, 

Octobsr, 1904: 

]?agot 

r*<R«nd fir, roujrJi, any iclnd 

^0 to UO 


flooring, etc* 

40 to 47 


Freight o-B IttJslKtr soattio to l?oi« 

21.00 


(3J>ruc« i^od p«r cord at Sa-sard 

4.50 


« • 9 n u gticrlsa 

3,00 


Sottl<a»aontR 

Th« rcjfjon l» t^srsitny ssttled, witli pcopin living 
cut aide of tho rillag-sMaf 

Soldcrrla hft>« 15 is^its® Jind jiAoat ?d or dO n&ttroo. 
aro trader® nad proai'c^tora, ths natlvots IIto tjy 'itinting 
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Anchor Point has 8 or 10 vfliitoo, beach lalnera, and traders, 
an d a few natiTes. 

riinilcholc v/as a one-time Itnssian penal colony; it has 
about CO iintiTcc* 

Konai is a sif^itiy village of about ;i00 inhabitants, 
hvasiarr and native, v/ith a f-^.v white men. Hunting and fishing 
occupations are follovred. ilativos ma^o a good living. 

Hope is a mining town with a winter population of about 
100; 200 men on creolo in mining season. 

Gimrise is a mining to>vn, winter population 125; 200 or 
more on creeks in vicinity' during mining season. 

.Along the 7.'enai River perhajJs half a dozen mon winter, 

hurting and trapping, and as mi>ny more on Ooal Bay and Sheep 

{ 

Creek. 

SQv/ard has a resident populatioi] of 200. There ars sev- 
eral stores and saloons, a hotel, etc., supporteo. bi' the rail- 
road entirely. TTie company contemplates the eitensim of their 
dock privileges and the constru.tion of machine shojiB, etc., 
early next season, v/hicli will increase the population materially. 

Alienated Larada 

The practice — under the fee oy6tuiu--of accepting for 
record in the recordin'* offices notices of location of both miner- 
al and homestead entries so imperfect in description as to leave 
it to the imagination of the reader to determine their situation 
end in some instances the area, malces it extremely difficult to 
definitely dot ermine the location or amount of alienated lands, 
and tho following arc given as best ascertainable from the records: 
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Aj(tr&& 

"erip on B3®.r Coro, CoaJ. Bey l&O 

Scrip on Sat»ard Tovnaaito 160 

tr. a. A^yrloultu r«a E^qpnrlacfit St&tlon, TTonid 520 

I^aaian Ch4roh alto, TCcna! 20 

FiJ.;»lan Church site, Saldoria .« 

Cannon' oito, ^:u«sSlof 20 

Cannory alto, JConal «. 

Stor« alto, Konal *7-l/50 

32 hozioatoHd Ontrioe, Kunal 9,6S4 

32 .8o«l-land entrioa, ^ronal 7,5C0 

340 gold-plr^or on trios 6,800 

80 qriortz ontrioa 1,650 

240 plaoor-oil entrioo 31^196 

Total 67,769.7 


Xho oil*plaotfr locations mjrv for th« moBt part jauifta in 
1903, and they will rtrrert to the OorernMont unloss the usual 
Sourse of r«lo eating thsta on January,!, 1905, la purauad, os no 
wsseaazbaai work has htnn dans. ThCiai looattons &ro m«uio in 
groups of twalra to twenty 160*aoir« tranta, by the seme ii:diTid» 
uala, ra sorting to a raa^aagement of the notias on sooh scr 
tract. 

Ihe largest hloo^r of land aoi^tirod under tho rights of 
plscor-oil loostiona is ty tha Alr^skn ColonlAiition and ;')sve iop* 
nont Ceisratty, on organisation Ineorporatod under tho laws of 
Arisona, tho head offioo, 24 Stats Stroat, hew York City, ontanslbly 
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for tjie purj^oee of octeMlahiHe ^ Finnish colony on and 

the «horaji of Co&l Say for tbs purpai&s of dorelopiag th<s flshcrieo, 

cool, yainersl, p^rrl o>.;ltursl, ifcnd graisinr nse-urcaft. -r. 

Churchill is Tioiting th« cfle»par;y’s h«ad“ 

qoart'ars at Port Core— "3Ach sumsjnr. !^r* St A* Cfrluca 

le in ohfirga of th& property, lirins on the gr tind the your round. 
Coldiere dddltional H’>7aa»l«a4 Scrip w«i,8 used to chtnln title to 
four porcele of lend 160 iicrtsc on B€/.r Cora, ehich 

ic aubcjivldod into tc^ & rough, ^jneron, tract u solo no for 

t>ny purj-*»o* ?^r. Chyrchill haa c honootsad or 217 «!2 nerse 
loa&ted which ha visit* yearly, «nd the comipaay haa B«iv«« 160«ftor« 
tracts of gold plaosr survayod and rooerded where there la no 
gravol, v.nd or the opro^Jite side of Cosl Pay, j^oh” Fox nlvsr and 
W|- ffhetij; rfro«!f, they hisvc y.vrtaytsd 74 clnlms, 46 of A^hich are on 
record* Sojftc dcvslopaent work h"jf.s do?^© oa cone coul Ifinda 

tioiir l?ox Rir^-r, and 9 alloa of wagon road hnve ‘boon out op 
Crcv^k for assosajaant r<cr\ on the oil land, Oa peijsr Uiay h?ive a 
propoaod rrllroad frow 3«nr Coro to Pox Hirer; tho arldont purpoae 
is fltook Jobbing and «o«ld bear lir/eotig&tloa* 

Th* other extensive pl^,cor-oil loec^tione arc raiide by dif- 
ferent parties claijalag six tc twenty 160-acr» tracts, using 
oi#^t or ten nascs, tth® lonations wado by on» or tvo j .raotto sca 
agante for hs others, !Cheoc oil olal:r.a cenar mteh of th« f oroai 
Innd of ths vicinity, imd are located for « 5 .ecul&tlvc purt'Ottes only, 
thera being no oil rigs or d^ivolojanen t vork of any kind. 
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Xn the Tlcinity oX Tiirna^aii: Am, ylnc^jr claijns oro located 
to Q«3oiir«> TfOoae iitfivOt! o? tfejlser, ahioh 1:$ both scares and v«»J.«S5tolo » 
She lar?ror cenoerne do to YvroTsnt Indivl diialc obtaining the 

tirabor, ”j«ho 70\ild hold it for a con alder at ion. 

Hoot of tho hojnasteads hsvo been located in tho rlclnity 
of Xioaysr -«ction Bay olnoe tha redlrosbd liTOrh started, and it ia 
Qijitc jirohablo sorao at laaet ara raode to obtain the timber’, though 
a fow oxpoct to try the derelnpraont of ft*rioultur3 and dairying 
in ojq'ootation of the ^roTyth of sevvard as a rail^jvay tonninwa. 

On moat of thoco hewootoeds the »oll la sh-’illow, orerly- 
ing rl/ioial gravel, and the land is of more value for its foreat 
than it will bs for agricultural pu?yp® 0 ^o. Tlie loeatlona made in 
other so-itlons of tV.. petilneula aro ovldontjLy node Ir good ftdth, 
thera boinn* no areculatlv'e inaontive, and a lack of timber on 
thor.; . 

This location of howe&taadc in the beet tlc^bered areryn 
along the lino of the rodlroad will continue to the dotriraont of 
the forests of tho region, emd be ef little use to tho indlTiduala 
for the present at leant. 


The follov/ing temperature and proclpltatlon rocorda talcan 
at Oroa and tlie experimental staliort at TConal frocB tho V?bath'»r 
Bureau reports are the only data available for tho region. 

Oroa is probably colder than Heieaord, with an equal mount 
of precipitation, and is a fair hverage of tho coast of Prirco 
William Sound. Kenai is drier and ooldor than Soldovla, ^ranaor 
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thaji lloj J4 ftisd SUi.riiw, ulth i-JA egutil amount of prceij'i tfctlon . 

j3ai >rli;ui? ixro froc; th» aouth to zsowthoaat, 

at tliiME furiouu gal«c r^-OOt: coaat, So«t!iw«at to northvroat 

wlndo on IniotjOidu ar^i dry and fra^jantiy cold, j-r«vaJll 

Ing winter -^rliKiS wa froja t'-o north, hlovlnjoj rery cold whnn 
•wea.-inff aaroao the ''laciated mountains. 

Vary little fallc ift tho 'vicinity of 3«ldovJa, and 

tho tfccrmosastor raral^ reach oa asro. Boward la la t tc hrrra 4 
to C foot of ano^, 8 or 10 degroos balo^*; zero a rlth 

fr«<iu«»nt ralnn on tho coast all arlntor, Stmrlso and Ko a have 
12 inohuo of anoaf on an avraj^j 45 tA 50 bulow zaro Is not un- 
oaasaon in winter. 3C»n:?i T.«J:o and rWar T&lloya h»T« to 50 
Inoi.es or snoai, taaporat>ir\i dov/n to 40 h«lo«r. 
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A TlCQlturu 

lUiXreavntinpr «.is it doo« oao oi* Uic earlidet nettled jor» 
t.ona of Almkct and ^ousautiing, i^ta Itu c:ook Xolot side i-artlou- 
lariy, a oliiorkts Khioh o(»ag.arti« ravorablj’ vitU that of ncrtlis^ra 
i^STT it a»«iaa& rs;£:iiarkahlti if the rogioa t/au aass>te<l to 

agricultural pu real to that thia industry d}x«uld oot have b«:iei 2 
doTuloped to saao cjctsnt at least. 'i*ha early Bu.«ian scttlare 
mads attesopts at gsrdsaing, and the natives havu followed this 
/•raotloc for many years, oultiyatlng txa&ll gardsnu but not i^ro- 
ducing suffieient tc jnaintain theatsolvco. 

Gordon crops of tho hardier sorts do woll^ tho potatoes 
grown hors are v&tery, md have a "owuotish* toe to elxailinr to 
that of a grojsan on«i grains dill not oaUxrc^ but j^roduos an ox* 
collont iitriAW for hay, atiioh it La dlffiovilv U oure ooofltL'uC of 
U>o oioudy, rainy >^ather which prevails during the ha/ lug 
so&con. tlxo ttntl tw rwgiou is suhj^^^t to oariy md lats iTosta, 
Khloh aru datrlmontal to TO'.ctahla grocrtii, a.:d ovee in tlio shsl- 
torod ttOuntuia valleys tiiC nights aTfi oool. 

cost of oloaring and ijraakitis fajna land on Chu 
psrinontukl siatior. for:4 at lltmoS was ^0 ler acre, Dfimara the/'o 
AS u soQon<>growth forest 1th few troeo of Enny uia^a. in tha 
rioinlty of Skv^lahh L&2:a atxi alon^ tha banket of tho onoi Plvor 
for tociao diatacco below th« lal'o, vhoi'et a a bwmasi-'Over area of 
ApFAi ontly good soil shioii lieu fairly level, orforinr; bust 
opj ortunity for egrieulturo of any ',laaa on ^ooinauXa, Imt 
its ictolatios will rrohibit its occupancy for wiuiy years to cc«to« 
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^th due defersncs to tho opinion of thoeo who snthu- 
niantlo oyer tho af^ricultural . oualhilitloii of thi<4 rollon, tiio 
writer failo to tae where tbs opportunity offarti. Ihera su'd xcrtny 
asen iivingr In AlKfi!<a ysA^o aai:v It their hwaw frojs yuuT to ysro*, 
who sj-'i uoqwointod with ito rccouroco, who beli«vo in ite future 
and era willing to angafo in t;ny onterpriua, faming, 

if It proaised to bo avcn xKsduratoiy iuoratlvOf but faot 
roKiulna that ^ono It us a aisd few i\fs 

on Mxr«rliaent. A fana&r onn not liya without a market* turjd until 
tho mineral wealth of th«) country ia d«YalOj.H»d oulflolently to 
oreats one, few will attac^/t to «k» out on aJ(l•te^loa wrau^it 
from tho noil tcaid theae loo*iJi<d,en hill;^, fdtoau ohill io fut^ 
to thair onton^rlaa* 


r;r tuning 

lha graining ro&ouroa of tba :*egloo» like ite Ji^riouitural, 
is not aiffioiantly dayelopod tu <j»aonstrat« ito i^Oiuallrilities* 

A few cattle are kept on t;;« a:<perij3^ntal funu at >'\;nai 
which &r« fed about fiya months of the >*a&r, satd a few are Ovcnod 
by tho natiyes there^ vdiieh get rery fat la t/ie susuucr eoiuiion 
and seem to do fairly well wl’vhout louah food In tho »intery but 
BI^rlBg finds them yary poor. liorsas and oattle both nearly rods* 
tain themoslyes on the IToescr 2; it, stdpoi t«u by a nutritious salt 
gra.vo, groirlc.<r on tho ^en oplt whsre the unow in olaan 

nearly all idnt$r and tiis graus starts '^arly in tha spring. 

!3t'.u« aninnli^ rarul;;- ^:0 into the hilla to fded,oTur; when tho early 
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Ifi At Itfi bdfit. Zna^ots arr? yory trouble In thu msasi’^jcr^ 
but titctoTfi ‘tfhi(Sx booonoa acoXlsiettod: to tis^rlTs in ^lt«j of 

tbeifs* 

Like faTi la*;, thia Industry la onlircly In the futuroj 
asraitlnj; a market to daT<»lo}) it. 

a mr-te 

The Kanai PoninaulA haa tho diotlnotion of boing the home 
of the lar<;eat stoosa^ and hLt aax*,oi the largest and fieroeat 
bcare knovn to tho worldj and tho ro«k**rlb ed, ice-bound f stne^ooo. 
of ita mountains are tho home of the liiiountiin idiec}‘^ i«hoao pur* 
suit cttsid the cregt^, doolirltieai and omorald yaXoa in the hig^ 

i ' 

olorations of socnlo mountaina Is tho moat faaelnatlng of hunting 
aportn, A very for caribou are knoun to atilX exl«t in the rt de- 
ity of Caribou Kcnmtaint at one time tho hotce of InnMttioo bands, 
now nearly cxtlnot. Brown and hlml: boars fracfuent tho stream 
ralleysi pooeui Ines e&d rabbits ore num^sreus} the c^ ruae grouse 
is vary QOBuoni ptarmigan abound aboye tisWr line, and waterfowl 
are yary plentiful in tho Ohicaloon Plats region* Pdr-beoring 
enlaals are (}ii to .plentiful, Mid are a oonoidurable miuree of 
rorenu^ to the eat lyes* 

The g%n<dr«a range of the moose ie ooiaoident with that of 
the whits spruce { ?» coofolonals ), but a few hays atr«tyud across 
the low pass and been killed near .asurreotlon jBay* They oro 
meet nuatoreu^ in tho region between Coal and the Inlet, where 
the range conditions ore alJBOct Ideal, n^e up of ample forest 
and brush coyer, >*'1131 sufficient pan is and open arround abore 



>-p/odjced St tha I ;.;tnal Archives at o jaltl j 


tiaibftr lino to afford »« oj>j-or lunity for oocsplnj^ inooet poats 
in tho Bio»3<3r* Xhla territory also inciudoa th« range of tho 
r^aininr half doaan caribou* ?he CHiioaloon Flats la agothsr 
faYoritOi Booeo rrunga, not jwuch hiiijted* 

Tho boat ehoop ranges are on tho vest alO|‘ee of tSieop 
BO one Icnowlng how far they ponetrsito tho range but probably no 
groat diatanoo. About the glaeier at the head of Skalahk Lake ia 
anotlKitr faTorlte haunt, and soao thin'K tho largest band range the 
S!Ountaine on the east side of Konal Xioho betiveon Viohery Croak 
and Qnoft RlTor, They forx>erly kept to the lake olopos, but tho 
oontinued blasting on the railroad and tho inoreased ntuabar of 
hunters hare driron theiA bask to the head of Snow Rlror. Most 

X 

of the ahoep on the peninsula ore In these three localities. 

Outside of the isiaing districts, the furs and gene hinre 
bv^en a source of lirsllhood for all tho native o end many of the 
nftiites of the Cook Inlet region. The issttanoe of ptmits for 
the klllln- of game by trophy htoaters vau the me:.nB of bringing 
a ntsaber of people to tho panlnuula each year, eho esployed guides 
snd paeVors and igHiBt a lilreral «u»ount of jsonoy lo uny ooBasunity 
they mr<e in. r» G«o. S« Kearns, the storakseper at xenai, es» 
tlBiated that 8t<^lng the Issue of permits m^-ast a loss of f4,000 
to the natirae of that pluee, and the Baldosla natives also felt 
the lObs of this trade, rusd inoldentally the traders did also. 

There Is no ^xestion of the abuse of permits, as many 
hunters allow too short a time to obtain their trophies, and kill 
all good apeolmens, taking a- ay the best. As a r^.'mtady for this 
erll Kr. Kearns suggested that tn^ct^orthy guides bo lioonsed, 



• iiprodjced stthii ijcnal Archives atoJV.M? 


and Pars'berthy, of Hon)«r, haa propouod that percslt# bo rooordod 
and e cert if lad copy ba poBtod at th« point of arriral and dopart- 
uro of tha >wntor, and a copy aloo be postod in th« iarty*« muin 
Tixo citleoGB aro joalouB of th« pomit er/stitsi^ and vouXd 
readily rai' ort eaiy aboc® of j.aralts If th^y knew the prlTlleg:«B 
grrgnted. 

y*w, if any, of the white wen of tao r-igfion wantonly 
elRU.^hter p»ae,a>-!d little, if any, that thoy kill gooa to wajuto. 

The Indiana, to whom tho (^seao ta&ma so muoh, are tho 
only wanton deotroyere, and eo ctron^ in tho inherent blood Inet 
within thea that they are unable to rxeist the tesiptation to kill 
when chance afforda. Another eyll le tho i/ractio« of trrAdora 
grub-etaklng oatiTee to hunt heads, one oaso comin^r to notioo 
where throe lorfo heads wore a&id to henro been (gotten in thie 
way thl» euaoon* 

The natiweo arsr that t^nenty ye.r.ro a<::o theru were no 
isooete on tho penineula at all, and that they wore moot numerous 
about ooyen years ago, when the large Influx of vvhlte men took 
plaoo. There is a rarlance of opinion as to tho masber found 
now* Some who hare llred here sinoe 1097 think there are more, 
others say less, but tS-iey are still fairly nunterous, and a eon- 
eonoue of orinion seoms to be that they are maintaining themi.'olroa, 
but care should be taken to prerant their destruction by strict 
onforee!'>ant of the gano laws, and if neoeot^ary tho plikOlnr of a 
bounty cn wolyee, Which all old timuro concede kept them down in 
the ttsrly da>'S* 
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S»atfeient 

Tha “old-t tnsars" fsar is. cuttailiaent of titeo-horsorod front- 
ier |•rivllogOfe 'by tha ero&tion of a for^iib't. r 6 tf.>rv«, but realize 
the necoceity of tlinbar i-reeervatilori and th yrovontion of ftreo 
Rc it rcffocto tholr fyiuro wolf are. Part of the olera«nt which 
han followed tho rallrofid ar« saostly tranBleate, <*io are Indiffer- 
ent to anything affect inf: the general welfare of the country j, 
othere are lookinj^ to the IsrsodiRte |vri<#ont and. the arollation 
of anythin;; that offers Iraaod.la';® roconpenao, vind condeon sny 
Bjovesat^nt ^/hlch would hlndt-r tholr yuriOise, without a thought of 
the future. A few realize the intent and puntooe of the ’(lor^sOnt, 
and hoortily eu .port it, but the majority are ontir«iy indifferent. 

Conolasions and Ivogamandtttions 

In a region so r^emete from the centers of ciTillsation, 
its rosourcco undeveloped, Ita inhabi tents scattered throughout 
an aLsost untr^assaelad wildarnasu, wrestling with unfcoviard clroum- 
Bt&ncos, in an effort to reduce to the needs of autnlcind a land 
which offers 90 little .‘ond dninands so miteh, the qttestion of oreat- 
ln<^ a foroet reserve does not prwtsent the arguejonte uauelly hrough- 
tq' ^.ore tho rreeervation of watershed* and the conBervation of 
the water supply is so vital to the interests ®f all th» pooilo, 
and it es 10B a far-fetched idea to aariously oontonoarlate forest 
preservation tdiere there is &o little ti^pnrent n^sd of it and so 
little to preserve. 
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Hera the livin^t forest, thou,^ asiail in aS«o, is the prod- 

\ 

uct of man:' y.:arB growth, >dxioh vdien destroyed doosj not soau to 
tv.riva under th«> oivlliain- of mtjnklnd, and uo »lo# i© this 

frroTtlh that tho ceecllingc of i-o'-d^iy aill ha of little uuo at the 
unrt of this century. Tliero lb raiallvel:' aaall sroa of tlmUor 
fert.-at, erery foot of .’diich «111 aoraoti.Js be needed. Tno forest 
eorer in its prltt&l state is ;:.lsc Tory eauential to the j^rolongad 
ejclstonoo of the living gaue, vdiioh roprsaonte the best t:.fr-oo 
of Its kind and, if cared for, will be a aourco of rfivonuo to 
tho Inhnhi tents and plee^iura to tho world for juany yorjire to oome . 

Tliora is a distant futwr^t before this region -hvn tho 
T'OOfle will naad every bit of forest product, and the p-nieerva- 
tion of the forest, for its forast worth, in behalf of those to 

r 

co'iu, is thtj isoct that e.jt be s&id for it; and in oonsldaracion 
of thic and tho othar oircumut.s.noaa H^ntiened I have the honor 
to recoamend the oriation of tho 'anal Dorset lioiw nre, to wit; 
T^eginnlnc at tho moat weaterl:/ point on tho chore lire of lortago 
hay; thenoe along the southerly shore line ol said bay to the 
flhore line of I^iace Villlar:. Sound; thenoe followli^: the gcaerad 
mainlond cdiore lino of said sound, in s. southerly di root Ion, to 
Oci Q Pu^t; thenco ooctinulng in a g aeral couthwesterly direotion, 
alom^: the generiU. mainland shoru line of tho Pnolfic Oooan, to 
the moct southerly point of tho tutr.lnland alioro line; thence 
westerly to nldolu'jnnol in .’ook Inlet; thenoe northerly up mid- 
oh'^rrel In oald Inlet to a joint opposite tho nidohannol line 
of PtJrnajtrain Arm; thonca oasteriy up this aldchannel line to 
the most easterly point on the short line of said arn; thence 
easLorly ucrocs the •'Portaga* to tho moot westerly point on the 
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shors li»s of Porta^tt tho vi<;ic<!» of b«ginnlnfj. And it is 

further rocasaKiondtsd that laws bo onaoted for jroroiitinc tho 
alienation of Isri^rc tracts of tho Xyublic timber lands, under fch«? 

of the iliixjor laws, ts>' ro'*.’»r of attorney. And it Is further 
recOZDEneudud that Cj^rtain portionc of the are?, inclvdod ii: the 
bounds of the rocoasfsor.dtsd Ksnai Poroet Reserve be wrtde gomte » re- 
Borve-'B, for ttic porpetoutlon of the f*«raa srooiea of the ra»?loa, 
one to b« located so &ji to incivde a fsevored habitat sad braedlng 
^’rou d of the 'rtoruntain ahaep ( Ovis dalli ke^^UenaQo }. another 
to include the year round hmntn of the oooeo ( Alee ivugrieKriUfi 
glgoc), and the of the fo>' r.4Bai»ia£ caribou ( Kanirifftr 

^ronti ) , Por the first X would r opeotfuiiy ouggect a,n area to 

f 

include the b^itdivatorB ©f both branches of Sheep Creek, extending 
10 milee la an easterly direction froa tisaber line on th« east 
side of the ?2i«op Creek VtOlcyj for the uoco»d I wuld augweat 
an area 20 ail* c long by 13 miles wido, the center of ito northern 
end about Ofpeeite the T salt, enj alle south from the :Jior« line 
cf Xuoallof Iiad:o, tc include th® Cariboii Mountains. 

Adwiai strati on 

Tho f’VSf intereoto to be conevsrved in this ooirpiwatiYoly 
largo area do not dB&ond the usual nustber of j-atrola In a reeurtro 
of this eiae. fhe fire ooniyol must be largely th« morad 
support of the residents, ita r.oceaaity Im^vrasecd by the i>re»sttc« 
of a f«*? Hangers. i'Jxcept In the raining region, which la largeij* 
Burned, thwrs ia noW}\«r« eulficient p» 0 )le to cope with ft forest 
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fire one© unddr w y in th® dry gruae and moee. 

Thare will be f *« tlwber eHl 0 B at present, end th« 0 « in 
th® Kinlng region of Turnucftio Ana and in the vicinity of 3e.?«r<i. 

Por the pro»r;nt, the needed rangern, working under th® 
direction of a genorcOL aupervisor for Aleuskan reooryo®, v>ould bo 
located sts follove: 

Bangor in ebarg® located at -''onai oovoring rogicoi 

frou sevard to Skalolik La':®, oerrio® the year round, travel on 
l4k3ce and rlvore by canoo# lumat'ain Am uuteroliod, headq^i^torg 
at {Sunrioo, B®rvlc® li? don the, oa« ranger, travel on foot. 

Oaa® region of Kbasilof Irttke froa head of Shoei. Crook 
to Skulahk Lake, hoadq.uart«rB at Kelly 'e eaas&ill, Khiieilof Lake, 
poet office ICanai, eorvlco May i to Aufpuoi lb, ona ranger, truvol 
by caaoo on lake, on foot ueroeo country. 

Coal hay region, head of bay t« Anchor Point, headquarters 
at liotaer, eeT^rioe froa Uay 1 to Augi^et ir>, one ranger, tranral by 
dory on bay, on foot inland. 

Saw iiciber of good ({uality uhotild bu charged for at the 
rat® of $1.50 per K Board font. 


Ties 

Hialng tiab^:ra 
PllliMT 

0r®8n apruo® wood 

Bry epruco v»ood 

Oreen blush or alder wood 


$^2«l/2 •ach 
.50 p«r M 'bd. ft. 
•01 per lineal foot 
•«!5 per cord 
«lii-l/k per oord 
• la-l/ii per oord 
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’H-ioea prloea ere apjlictiblc wharw there are oo»mjuniti<r8 
of ttieOj irith llhcrol conatructlon of froe-use j^rlvllagoo to in- 
dlvidvtkle tpftiero ieolutod and attoagi'ting the davolof^aent of the 
oour.try * 
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INTEODUCIION. 

This inspection of the Alexander Archipelap’o Forest Reserve 
was largely in the nature of an examination into forest conditions 
throuMiout all of south-past Alaska. There is a striking uniformity 
of "both economic and tiiTster conditions in the region rs a whole. 
About one third of the total pi'oa is now Trithin a reserve. The re- 
mainder is unreserved Tjublic timber land, adminiPterpd in eccord- 
ance Viith a policy absolutely at variance v/ith that now "pplied by 
the Forest Service upon the reserve. Here are public lands of pre- 
cisely the same nature, 1 ieing side by side, poverned by tuo differ- 
ent policies with hardly ? single point in common. It is clear that 
there is something wrong. Either the forest reserve is uncalled for, 
or the system of timber managernent on the unreserved lands is unwise 
This is one of the most important subjects to be discussed, and en- 
ters into all of the various topics reported uijon. 

The complaints ap’^inst th" reserve -nd the peneral sentiment 
of the people toward it vaill be taken up first; then the '’dm.inis- 
tration under present regulations will be discussed in detail and 
recommendrstions made for improvement; lastly, the necessity for 
extending or reducing the prespnt respi-ve 'rer will be brought out 
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ss clearly as possible. 

Ihe cr-uise rround the islonds Viss made in company with J«^r. 
Lanffille in_ the launch ''^iclrus". A week after our return this 
launch was burned to the waters edp-c, causing the death of two 
Indian children who wore bottled up in the forecastle. She was 
beached and is a total ■vrf’Ck. 

The points visited included Kesaan, Baldwin, Miblack, Dolomi, 
Gravina, Sunny hoint, I'ho hertape, ketl akabtl a , Klinkwan, hunter 
iiaj*, Hovvkan, Grace Hai-bcr, Goppermount, Sulser, Bruce, Copper City, 
Sukkwan, Klawak, Shaitan, l.iarble Creek, Kake, V/oev/oodaki , Petersburg 
v^rangell, Hadley, tit, Andrew, Karta Bay and Kiam. Juneau, Douglass 
and Trea.df/oll wore reached by the r«=F,ular steamers. At all these 
places a cpocial point was made of seeing everyone in any way con- 
cerned with forest resert'c m^^tters and the whole question was very 
thouroughly discussed from, all sides. As s rule the people gave 
their views quite freely in accoi’dance with their understanding and 
experience, 

THF HESFRVE. 

In order to clearly undor'=tand the complaints and general 
aontiment, and in fact in order to make this report intelligent as 
8 whole, it seems quite necessary, before all, to explain just what 
this reserve is, Kir. L>?ngilles variotis reports give a good idea of 
the conditions, but it might be v-ol.l to bring out, if possible, 
the marked differences between this Alaska reserve and those in the 
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States. The followinR description tr-py belt) along. 

Take the Sierra Reserve end niece it directly on the coast, 
sinking it down until the hiph«st peaks are from three to four thou- 
sand feet rhove oca level. Let the Pr-cific break through the main 
divide in three or four tig straits making as many iclands out of 
the principal range. To seaward, at distances of from ten to fifty 
miles, oprinkle in inraumebiiblp islands of all sizes and drop a few 
also to the eastward. In place of rivers, creeks and canyons let 
the reserve te cut into on all sides by countless deep water ways 
with soundings of from ten to one hundred fathoms, the shores 
rising abrubtly, - ■*€hlPh® 0 h in many small streams with precipitous 
falls and cascades. Then strip off the i?hole surface down to bed- 
rock and bov7ldors. In spots put on a thin layer of muddy soil and 
cover the whole with moss. Over all except the highest elevations 
plant a dense forest of snruce, hemlock and ced'’r, leaving some of 
the flat places as swairm or '’muekeak*' dotted with a scrubby growth 
of pine. Throughout this forest, cover the ground v, ith an exceed- 
ingly dense rnd often almost impenetrable undergrowth of all kinds 
of brush( chief! y devils club) and let the ground be as rough as 
possible. Spread patches of brush, grass r?nd mesdov/ on the higher 
tops and lot the bare rock stick out ocersionaly , On this area of 
over 6,f.' seres imagine a nonulation of only l,&.pp Indians 

'•nd about E•^''C whites, industri'^s represented by a dozen small coo- 
per mines, as many Ralmon cannories '■nd half a dozen little sar/- 
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mills, 'ilic-n coyif^ic^^r thrt, pr?otic?'’ ly spe-kinp, thpre no rords 

il 

or trsils ond thcit travel ly land is out of the question, hemcmher 
th'’t communice.tion is ly wat'^r only "ind vr^ry uncert'^in at the 'best. 
Picture three or four ork horses, e coupl'^ of cows end one mule 
. in the vvhdde reo^lon. To the climrte of the Sierra's odd oorp^turl 
rain in the summer end rain and snov,' in th*' winter end the ch?r- 
ncteristicr of the nouth-er t^rn Aleskan for'-st may he partly under 
stood. To he thoroixphj y understood, they must he felt. 


COMPLAINTS AND SPNTIMENT. 


It seems host to here ?ive the gist of interviene vJith all 
representative men who have dir^'Ct intereeta on the reserve. Thia 
will rhov? the frelinp in general and will also he veluahle as o 
matter of record. 

Mr. U. S. Rush, of Kaeasn Bay. 

As Mr. Rush p3 ended directly to th-- President for the abolishment 
of the reserve, as he feels very strongly in the matter f’nd ps his 
views are in many ways unique, his remarks will be discussed in de- 
tail at the end of this section. 

Mr. J. R. Heckman, The leading merchant of Ketchikan and Manager 
of the Alaska Peckers Association ’ s Cannery at LoringCone of the 
largest in Alaska). Mr. Heckman stated that the reserve had not 
affected him one wny or the other. Many miestatrmrnte had been made 
to him in reference to it. when informed of the objects and regu- 
lations he expressed himself to the effect that it was ouite un- 
objectionable and probably a wise thing, 

(The hatchery in connection %vith the cannery at l.oring is the 1 aree 
cst in the world: 7.^, • , ' ■:*C fry are hatched out yearly) 

Hr. H. Z, Burhhardt. Froprirtor of the Ketchikan Sawmill and 
Ketchikan Power Co, Mr, Burkhardt operates one of the largest saw- 
mills in Alaska and obtains n'^rt of his tiratc-r from the reserve. He 
said he would prefer to see ?■>! the country placed in a reserve and 
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purchase hia ^nbc-r accordingly. He would 
to pay and ur^lr what conditions he could 
settling up ^ a very uncertain way as an 
timber cu^fon unreserved lands(a rratter di 


then know just vhst he had 
purchase, as oopos'=»d to 
"innocent trespasser" for 
scussed later on). 


i\ir. Geo. F. Green, Engineer in charge of the r.elps Copper Co. at 
Hadley. Mr. Green objects to tbe reserve on general priciples. He 
seems to have had no personal difficulties! except that he was about 
to locate Eiome timberland by means of scrip just as the reserve was 
prod aimed ) but believes tho reserve works a hardship on prospec- 
tors and settlers. He was not very familiar with the law and regula- 
tions. 


wir. Geo. Irving, of Ketchikan. 

Mr. Irving is Chairman of the ttenublicsn Committee of the Ketchikan 
district, owns and operates a small told mine on Gravino Island and 
has recently been appointed Assistant U. S. District Attorney. He 
objects to the reserve on account of restrictions throvm in the way 
of miners and others who want to get timber. He does not object to 
government control of the timber nor does he object to paying for 
it, but he believes he ought to be allowed to take it whenever he 
needs?ii^.t, without delay or restriction and without anybody's con- 
sent. He also objects to the Forest Service making reports on mining 
cl8ims(a matter refered to below). 

Mr. Robert Rae. Superentendent of the American Coral Marble Co. at 
Baldwin, Mr. Rae has no objection whatever to the reserve, 

Mr, B. D. Nieding. Superintendent of the Hiblack Copper Co., one 
of the largest and most successful! mines on the reserve. Mr. Nied- 
ing approved of the policy of the reserve, but objected to paying 
for timber cut on an unpatented claim for use on a claim not con- 
nected with the group upon which the timber was cut. That was his 
only complaint. 

Mr. B. A, Eardley. Owner and operator of pold mine properties at 
Dolomi. Mr. Eardley said he had no objection to the forest reserve, 
nor was he particularly strong in its favor. He believed some law 
should be obtained so that title could be had for manufacturing 
sites and home lots, without cultivation, within the reserves! this 
is also discussed later on). 

Mr, Raymond, the merchant at Dolomi, //?a oi'posed to the reserve be- 
cause he thought it must interfere with the settling up of the 
country. It interfered ./ith town dev^loperacnt . 

Mrs. A. E. King. Owner of tbe salmon salterv at Sunnyside, in 
Ghumly Sound. Mrs. Kings complaint rests entirely on the matter 
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of her not "beilip ohle to ppt title to the lrn(l occud1f!( 3 by her 
aaltery end hfeme, because the manufacturing site law does not apply 
on reserves.’' Her complaint is a good one, but due to a faulty ] aw 
rather than to the reserve. She is now satisfied to take out a 
lease and await an amendment in thp law. 


Mr. Charles A. Sulzer, Superintendent of the Alaska Industrial 
Coinpanjy^ mining operations ■ a t Sulzer. 

Mr. Sulzer stated to me that he believed in the princinle of forest 
reserves but objected to delays in doing- business which seemed to 
accompany them. A part of his delay was due to a misundprstanding of 
the terms of his contract, a nart to his own negligmce, and a pert 
to the difficulties of administration. 


Mr. Andrev.- Miller. In charge of the Northwest FiFhcr 3 ^'s Cann'^ry 
at Hunter Bay. Mr. Miller said he had had no trouble with the re- 
serve. He was not sure whether he had to •'•ay for drift-wood. 

Mr. Fergixson, of Grace Harbor, was in Washington last year and ex- 
plained his troubles. His difficulty is simply in not being able to 
get title to land for a saltery and fertilizer plant. 'During our 
call upon him he took out a lease for the land and expressed the 
hope that the law would soon be amended.’ Outside of this matter he 
raaele no complaint. 

Mr. Frank w. Hale. Resident Manager of the Alaska Copper Company, 
at Coppermount. Mr. Hale complained of the delays connected with 
the purchase and scaling of timb<^r. He thought they were serious and 
should be remedied. With this exception he thought the principle 
of the reserve was all right and that any company beyond the pioneer 
stage should pay for its timber. This Company is one of the largest 
working concerns on the reserve. 

Its 1-resident, Mr. H. w. Mellen, was in Nome at the time of ray visit 
and I failed to meet him later on. He was the democratic candidate 
for delegate to Congress, and defeated at the recent election. I 
ixnderstand he is decidedly opposed to the reserve from all stand- 
points. He has consistantly refused to abide by its laws and regu- 
lations and was only brought into line by the seizure of timber at 
his mill, an action i.hich in my mind vis.s entirely justifiable under 
the circumstances. Mr. Hal© now controls matters and no more 
trouble may be expected. 

Mr. Geo. F. Lent, Part owner and manager- of the copper properties 
at Bruce. He stated that he had had no trouble with the reserve 
and believed it a good thing. 
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h:T. Harry Sv/ift. M?n3?er of tho Canri^ry at K'l swak( Worth Pacific 
lr.ar3inf- CTi'’! Packing Co,), Br. Swift Baid ha met delays et first 
in obtaining timber but that he nov;' has nothinp to complain of. He 
can see no partiou’’ n.r obje'ct in th" reserve as h’- b'^lir'vos none of 
the mine's .vill ever amount to much 'T^' ih~t m'^-t of the tiwl'^'r \^ill 
n'“vcr be used. 

Col. C. F;, Nason, Superin tend'^n t of the /;lask.a ‘v'arble Co., at 
Marble Creek, Col, t!aaon has no objection to the reserve, al. tbouah 
he sees no particular n^cd for it as he look'=! for no great devel- 
opcirient in south-east Alaska. He is aillinr to trust to the judre- 
ment of those who knou 'nore about it and have made a. study of it. 

i\ r. I . ). Hunt. iona?er of th'" n?nn='rv at Shaken Shaken Sclrnon 
Co., formerly the Alaska Fish and Lumber Co., no?/ in hands of re- 
cciv-rrs; . Mr. Hunt hre no difficulty nith th'^ reserve. This is the 
■point at v;hich Congressman T'D'A-n''-y propos'^d s-'tting up a largo saw- 
mill. 

Air. i. D. Bro'.-.n. KLanaper of the epnnery at Petersburg' F'scific Crest 
end Norv/ay Packing Co.). A mill is run here in conriection ??ith the 
cannery, tir. Lrown said he purchesrd hi a timber Cron the nubl ic 
domain entirely. He v^ould n-^t buy from the reserve because thors 
v r.s too much red tone and boceus'^ he had to ney thirty C'='nts more 
per thousand th^n on th*- main-land. 

Mr. 3. L. Hogue. Merchant at Petersburg, hr. Hogue objr’ctcd to 
the reserve because It kept back S'^ttl ement and because there was 
too much delay and red tape. He believed in tli'^ principle of keeping 
the timber in the hands of th" eovernm'’nt, 

)/.r. F. V. K. Snyder and N.r, C'-o. Snyd'-'r, Ornioi-c, of the ’’Sentinel” 
at kurcngell. They have vigorously opposed the reserve in their 
paper, largely for the reason that they under'-tood that no timber 
vha.tpver could be cut upon it and th'>t it was closed to all kinds 
of entries. After a bett’^r' understanding of th.f' matter they could 
offer no roasoneblr objection. 

jvir. P. J. Thomas. Fx J. 3. Commissioner st iVrangell, 

Mr. Thomas objected to the re-f^rve on two groundaj first, that the 
expense cf maii'itair. ing it was not .iustii'ird and nrs an unjust tax 
on the people. He believed ■no r'^^'serv-"' was ne^d^d nov7 because the 
laws were such that the timber could not be monopolised anyway. If 
there was danger of this later -^n -a reserve could thf’n be made and 
the expense would then be all right; and secondly, that thn :.."0 
not enough timber on the reserve to call for s. regular administra- 
tion. He believed the government should set a stumnage price on all 
timber and let it be logged and settled for -according to the mill 
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cute. No foj'oet officers pro nep.'lorl oe tho Co^iTriiseiouore could toed 
to the 'bu'^inoss in connection olth thoir other duties. 

ilr. w, D, Orent. Dopy. U. 3. i-^rehell at vVrsnr'^l 1 . 

Thought it was foolish not to allow any tiTnhr-r to he cut on the re- 
serve and believed the mature timber oupht to bo taken out to pive 
the younp- stuff a chance. When Informod th^t that is ■nhzt we ore do- 
inp: he thought the reserve was a good thing. 

At Hadloy I missed lir, rarker, Su nor in tendon t of the Drown Alaska 
Copper Co., althouph I had ^ brief talk with Ketchikan. He 

is apparently opposed to the i-esei'vc on account of his failure to 
obtain patent to C'-^rt'-’ln lands occupied by the smelter and other 
buildings. They were entered as mineral claims a.nd Mr, Langillos 
report rrcotrimendad that patent be not or an tod because of no niner.c-3 
discovery and no assessment work. This was ouito right. They should 
heve been entered as m'^nufacturina cites, ?a orieinaily intended. 
This io rot the fault of the reserve, (The subject is discussed be- 
low). 

M*r. William C. Froebum. Superintendent of the copper mines at Mlt. 
Androw{Brittani? Copn<^r Go, of Brittish Colombia). Mr. Preeburn had 
no comrjlaintB whatever about the roporvo. 

Mrs, v^yma.n, vvho is the active personage in the mane, omen t of her 
husbands copper proporti''s at Copper City, objected to the whole 
reserve business on general princinlns, She thnuaht the mines ouh^it. 
to have free timber timber whenever and wherever they wanted it and 
that the reserve v\3s in peneral nothing tut foolinhness. 

Mr. Coutant, of the "Mining Journal", Ketchikan, is very favorable 
toward the rosf'rve. His foth'^r wan formerly in the newso^oer busi- 
ness in Wyoming. 

Mr. King.ie, SuTforin tendent of the Alaska Treadwell Cold Mining Co. 

I the lRrg'''3t mine in Al aska end the- 1 argo^t stamp mill in the world) 
said he had rather have a. forest reserve to nurchase from than to 
buy from the public domain ’’nd oxpres3-~d himself v^rj fovo^3b^y 
tov/ard the reserve policy. 

Iv.r. owner of the saw-mill at Dougl ass( or rather lessee of 

this mill, which is owned by the Treoflnell Co.) is favorable to the 
reserve policy and would nrefer to purchase his timber from i-eserve 
lands. He cuts all the lumber used by the Treadwell company. 
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iion, u. h. iiopge.tt, Governor of Alrsica, unfortunatoly at Valdes 
\'.hon I viaited Junoau, and I thi^refor failed to t’^et his views on 
the subject, i have i.ritten him, auroreotinp that he write the 
Secretary of Agriculture in regard to the forest reserve situation, 
QO that the ioreat Service may havo the ridvDntage of his rccotmnon- 
dations . 


Kir. U. 3, Hush, of Kasaan Bay. 

tuir. I-cush is part OAner of tne Rush and Brown Copper I»<ine at Kcrte 
Bey (now loasc-d to the A-laaka Copper Co.) and is also discoverer of 
the “Vonus" claim, also at the head of Karta Bey. He has been a 
U, S. Commissioner, and resigned that position! I am told) in order 
to attend the Republican Convention at Juneau and see that the 
platform included a plank calling for the abolishment of the pres- 
ent r'eserve.Cit did, ?s well as the Democratic platform). He v.rote 
The President on October 17, iO’-'D, asking that the reserve be done 
sway with. He may be called the loader of the ooposi t ion forces, al- 
though only a self-appointod leador, 

I had a lene.thy talk with kr. Rush on July Vi, and was with 
him again on August c'7 , t/.ost of ms objoctions pro C''>ntained in 
hie letter of Octob-'r 17, herewith attached, although the real beams 
of his feeling appears onJy in his conversations with me and in his 
several newspaper articles. I discussed his written objections to 
The President as follows: 

1. That there ic not ©nough good timber to justify a roeerve. 

This is absurd, it ie true, that the boat timber is found in 
patches only, but from the briefest kind of a look at the reserve 
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it iE clre.rl.y rvidrnt th9t thrrr is rn iTnr.snGr rrrn’ant of tiTnter 
Rhich io oithor rterch'-ntnbl '■ ct propont or ivblch sopr: i.ni to mer- 
cPSTJtotlo r;hon the dewrnd ir-crcpooG. A lrr<’P psrt of the rres is 
GOV- rod ‘.-.ith tir/itr-r iihich i^ not ~t precont regrrdrd cs rcerchontrbi e 
by the millE bccouso it ic rrore or Ions inaccessible and because 
under present mothoda of loopinf on''y the very nick of the trees 
, ithin a fcvv hundr»'d foot of tb' beach are taken out. F'or the sake 
of argunent, let us o,-iniit th'‘t only ona-t-^nth of the reserve oup- 
norts rri'^ reliant obi e ti:rb''r; ''V'-n thot rould sive un o totol stand 
of five billion feet, aasuTTilnp on average of ton thousand per acre, 
v/hich is very oonservativ--' . Ihin, of course, is sorth the 

cost of adinlnistra tlon . 

That the presorvatJon of the foT'^st is not necessary to insure 
oTTiple r-iin fall, in this district. 

Quite true. Tho Forest Service never had the id«'C that it ras, nor 
‘.vas it created I'^ith any such object in view. Its chief purpose is 
to keep the tiraber in the hands of the frovf-mriinnt for the present 
and future u-'e of the p-^ople. That's the nioin object of the reserve 
lands on tho f;est slope of the Cascades in (tVashington end Oregon, 

?. That the country is chiefly valuable for the mineral it containQ, 
Also quite trae. The mines must have timber, ‘•nd this is an arpu- 
ment for, not against, th'^ r^'servo. 

4, That all the available timber nill bo needed In the dpvelonement 



of tho resources of the rogion 




ll. 


• ;ip,fodjced st U12 . 


:..tnal Archives s( J Mill . 


i(ifh«ther or not this is true, is no artrument egcinot the 
reserve. If the loccl demand requires all of it, none F.'ill be ex- 
ported. Local industries can have every stick they epoly for. That' 
r/hat the reserve is for. 

0. That the use of the timber and occupancy of the ground should 
not only be a privilege but a right, etc. 

By this 1 find that Mr, Rush meane that he objects to anyone, 
from the Secretary dovra, havln? thta authority to approve or dis- 
approve the sale of timber or other use of reserve lands and re- 
sources, He would take away all discretionary powers and have use 
of all kinds fixed by statute; by hard and fast law. 

In his conversations he brought this oujth,<l!fOre clearly. For 
example, he considered the Secratery's statement on page 17 of the 
»Use Book" a very excollent one, but was much concerned lest the 
forest officers should foil to carry out the princioles there* laid 
down. He pointed out that under Reg. 6 the Forester might grant 
privileges for the use of the reserve, but that it was v7holly at 
his pleasure; that under Reg. 10 the Officer In Charge had author- 
ity to decide who was entitled to the free use of timber, and that 
here was a possibility that the officer might decide unjustly; that 
the privilege to purchase timber depended very largely on the 
pleasure of the Officer in Charge or upon his recommendations to 
the Forester, and that here was a. possibility that grave injustice 
might be done. He called attention to the fact that the Secretary 
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wns PTriPOWorpci, ct hin o]r?gure, to sell ciI thr timber or tho A] ex- 
=rf1<^r Forest Roo®rvf’, at orr tim*' "nrl to one r)uroh'’3rtr, end to ell-ow 
its export out ol' th'~“ District} th?t no or.o in thf Forest 'lorvicc 
wo 5 cspahle of fipolriinp ?/h^t r*'=>‘?trictiors wor^' nco'^saery for the 
cuttinp of timber; tbet e prospector Pho cut bmsh In order to v;ork 
hio way to the top of ridpo r; j cn t bo clf csocl og atr-.spcQyor, end 
that V mar shipprockod or the f' pcb oho Injilt hirriSol f o fire with- 
out first gettinp ? permit for th” wood vrra roeTly a troopesser 
end mi 9 lit tocbnicrlly be prosooutod >y rn unjurt foroet officer. 

He is, in short, vcit riuch corvomod over tho grave injustice of 
0.11 kinds Phich mi p.ht ^rrise fror this clcecretlonory rower and o.s 
r romody would hrvo '’ll those '•''oflls fixed >,y hard end frst sta- 
tutes, He raked me how 1 would feel in CO'^ l wore dependent on the 
'‘V'hims end fancies" of the local officer in all th'=‘S6 little !5St- 
tei‘S. I replied that I ehou'd If' incl in'^’d te place .9 i itti more 
confidence in the intr-rrity end coromor, sense of that locgl officer; 
whereupon he replied thet hr ]i?d s'^on '* rood deal of fod^'r?! offi- 
cisls in Aleak? and pr^fer^'d not to do so, I inquired whether he 
hofj hncl ?ny trouble v';ith the ror-rve himself or whether it had handi- 
ca')p-»d his work at ell. He said bn >i~d hed no difficulty ''t -'ll '’nd 
thet his ouerations had not boon int'^rf'^'rod ■.iith.v.af'fehcteted to mo 

•V. • 

thet in tho mnttor nf pottinr a oerolt t-^a build e tr^il to the 
"Vonus" olp.ira he had pur -.o rely carried throu'^h hia appiicrtion ao 
that it would meet with oil noanible delays and form a very intricate 
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m3SS of dots lied correspondenco , ( He had verbal periTiiGfgion frora the 
officer in char?-e ct the very beginning to po ahead .and build his 
trail ) . 

He has worked himself into s very serious stato of sus- 
pense for fear that all these discretionary powers Kill be unjust- 
ly and unwisely used. He has'nt the slightest confidence in any 
officer of the Forest Service, from the Secretary do7m. 

Toward the end of my convereation with him on August 17*' 
he remarked that he believed I had come out to Alaska with the pre- 
conceived idea of trying to convince thp people that the present 
regulations v/ere all that could be desired and that I had no inten- 
tion of giving serious consideration to any complaints which might 
be made. lie also took occasion to remark that the Department of 
Agriculture had built up a great and wonderfully strong system of 
forest manegoment, and one which v/as perfectly constructed for the 
intrusion of graft. 

Upon this the small amount of self control which still re- 
mained with me gave out and I at once refused to discuss the forest 
reserve question with him any further. 

Mr. Rush is one of that very small minority which believes 
that d scretionary powers are for monarchs and princ'-a and not for 
the ordinary type of man. Neither the Secretary nor anybody else 
has any right to have a policy; all these things ought to be laid 
down by statute. As i understand it the objoct(not tosay policy) 
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of tlie iorest dervice i& to rnako thinc-s just as elastic es oossitle 
so that the v\c^.nY varied conditions can be oiet and dealt with locally 
by roen on th-^ ercund; and I also believe that a .aood deal of conli- 
d'^nc'^ is placed in these wen. Wliich in ray wind is all very wise. 

So much for objection No. 5, 

0. The inability to secure titl.-’ to eround, other th“i^ tnrouph Per- 
mit, retards davolopewent, etc. 

This i/oulrl bo so if it were tv-ie. As a matter of fact every 
single one of tho land ' av.s of Alaska, except that which applies 
to trading and raanufac taring sites, may now be aDOlied to forest 
reserve l.ands and ■patent obtained. Hie manuf ac turinj/ site law 
should alao be ext'-'nded to the for. at reserve, and recomiucndations to 
this effect arc made bol ou. 

7. liSit the i-ulps and regulations govei'nlng forest reserves, when 
replied to that section, are unjust and impracticable. 

Here is ?n objection brsec upon common sense. Conditions in Alaska 
are peculiar and I believe that many of the present regulations 
sre unnecessarily stiict and that they should be iiicdiiied to suit 
conditions. I may else add that in iiy mind it is a most excellent 
thing, just In this connctlon, that the Secretary and ether officers 
have a good deal of discretionary power and that it is a very simple 
natter, under these circumatancos, to slightly modify the regulations 


and remove all the trouble 
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FrotE review of the verious points of o'bjection ^snd the 
g'onerol sentiment «’zpressod ehove it will he seen th?t opposition 
to the reserve comee first from iiraorance and Tniaunderstanding, 
which are not good grounds of objection; secondly, from the feel- 
ing that some of the regulations are unnecessarily strict, which _ia 
a good ground of ohjection and which can be easily met simply by 
modifying certain of the regulations to meet local conditions; and 
thirdly from the belief that the whofee principle underlleing all 
forest reserve legislation is bad, which objection is of course 
not admitted. 

I believe that, with certain modifications in the regu- 
lations, the forest reserve policj’' is an excellent thing for south- 
east Alaska. Far from recommending any reduction in the present 
area I shall recommond below that all of the country(with certain 
exclusions) from Mt. St. Elias to the Portland Canal be proclaimed 
as a forest reserve. 


RESERVE ORGANIZATION. 

Personnel . 

W. A. Langille, Forest Inspector In Charge. 

Mr. Langille has been in charae of the reserve since Juno, 
iD06. In addition to his familiarity w'ith conditions in south- 
east Alaska he has had a v?ide experience along the coast to the 
westv^ard and is also well acquainted with the Nome, Tanana and 
Yukon districts. Kis position for the past year has been a very 
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difficult one, "because the sentiment toviard the reserve has heen 
similar to v.hat it v;a.a in the isestern states three or four years 
ago. He has had to contend nith oust the same opposition, due 
largely to ignorance and misunderstanding of the objects of the 
reserve, and besides this has hsd to meet the universal feeling, 
which still clings on in Alaska to some extent that all lav/s are 
pretty much out of place ‘'north of forty-three" and that the people 
should be left alone to do as they like. I believe that the "pioneer" 
plea is somewhat unduly cherished in south-east Alaska and that the 
industry and energy of the people have already lifted the country 
out of that stage in a great many ways. I'he tovras and" many of the 
raining camps show a develcpement much ahead of similar localities 
in the western states, enjoying water systems, steam hoat, elec- 
tric lights and even curfew bells. It is true, however, that the 
population is exceedingly light and scattered. 

i’bv, Langillo has been cri:|icised for his unfavorable reports 
on mining claims, for certainrather vigorous actions connected ivith 
timber sales and for a somewhat pererox>tory course in regard to 
special privileges. 

I have carefully looked up his reports on mining claims and 
believe them to be just in every way. 'The difficulty arises from 
the fact that the mining laws were not complied with and tJr. Lan- 
gille so reported. To put it plainly, and to touch upon a delicate 
subject, the Deputy Mneral Surveyors made reports which were not 
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in sccord nith the facts ";nd the Lecal L'-nd Office took favorable 
action on these repoi'ts. Irjr. Lanp-ilTe reported actual conditions 
and upon his rccon-njondations the Generel Land Office refused ostcnjj. 
In most of these cases it .as desired to secure lands for nurposos 
other than that conterripl atrid by the lav/ und^r which the entries 
were made. I lelicve that f»r. Langille has acted with fairness in 
these raetterp and that there la no eround for criticism. 

In timber matters th*' chief comnleints come from the Alaska 
Copper Company and Ihe i/il con ^nd Sylvrstor Fstate at wrangcll. 

In the former case loss wore neii^cd at the mill, • hich shut dov/n 
operations for the tinie bcinp;. This was pretty strong action and 
might possibly have boon avoided. It must be born in mind, however, 
that iiiir, fifrellen, the President of this company, had persistently 
refused to pay any attention to lur, Longill'^s frequent requests 
for a very sirnpl© compliance with the forest reserve law and regu- 
lations. I believe that strong and decided action was necessary in 
order to convince this company that a certain respect for law and 
the officors of the Forest Service were matters not to be overlook- 
ed, and that uir. Lenpi lie's action was quite justified. 

There can be no question but that hia action at the 
Wrangell mill was quite proper. The company wholly denied knowing 
where the logs came from, although it was quite evident where they 
did come from. If the officers had made a frank statement of the 
matter at first much unplcas»ri tness would have bf'en avoided. 
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Other complaints about the timber burinese relate to delays 
in applications and scaling. These cnmnlaints are eood. There vrero 
delays. The fault, however, lies not ..ith Il^^r, Langille but with 
the difficulties of administration and utter lack of suitable 
transportation facilities. This matter is fully discuesed under 
"Fquipjuent” , 

Durin? the ear'jy port of li/.r. Lanpille's administration I be- 
lieve that his tone toward certain users of the reserve was un- 
necessarily harsh; but in certain cases only. To show v;hat I 
mean are the following quotations from two of his letters; 

To G. Gerth, of Dolomi: 

if located since the reserve was 

created you are a tresprsser 'nd liable for damages as well as 
criminal prosecution, and no permit will be issued you to erect 
other structures on the iiublic domain.. 

(The above to s man asking for a permit to put un s 
house and, I believe, lease some landj . 

To S. J. Goodro, Dolomi, 

“ .....If it is since the reserve was created, and 

n.i^t on 3 mineral claim, you arc a trespasser and no permit will bo 
issued you. ’• 

Of course as a matter of fact there v;as nothing techni- 
cally wrong in these letters; both men could probably have been 
I’egardc-d as trespassers in the strict sense of the word. On the 
other hand they were quite harmless and there was absolutely no 
reason for sddressini? then in any such severe tone. They n-turally 


became enemies of the reserve at once, and made it oth^'r enemies 
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1 ?m convincr-d that i\ir, Lanpille not reel iso the harm 
done in such little ways as this. At I’Ottoro he as absolutely 
lenient and disposed to make rvery possible allov/ance to those 
doing- business on the reserve. He is naturally so const! txited as 
to appear, on the outside, as if he delighted in riding rough shod 
over those he cornea in contact with, and I eurroise that his abrubt, 
outspoken and occasslona] ly mildly terrifying manner may possibly 
account for the trepidation of one or two of the feminine property 
holders on the reserve, it is fair to say that his tone in these 
little matters has recently been much modified. 

I believe that essentialy he uses strong measures when he 
should use them and is lenient when he should be so. In ray mind his 
administration s.s a whole has been an excellent one and I believe 
he is a first rate man for the place. In fact I do'nt believe a 
better one could be found. 

His salary is nov/ X' and his traveling: and living 

expenses are reimbursed the year through, tJnder the clrcurastancos 
it seems best to continue those expenses. He is not in the posi- 
tion of the ordinary Supervisor for he has, or at least soon will 
have, almost continuous travel with heavy expenses which he can not 
properly be called upon to pay himself, 

I recommend that he be commended for his excellent work as 
Officer In Charge, that he be cautioned about the tone of his let- 
ters, and that he be promoted to a salary of SS 00,00. 
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in connection .-ith thj.s prornotion it should be borne in 
mind that in case the recommendations of this report are anproved 
Lir. Langille vvill have practically all of south-east Alasna under 
his supervision, an estimated area of IG, 0 IG, CO!' acres. 

Itichard Dorvraldt, Assistant forest Ranger. 

during my visit x'‘r. dorival it resigned, at iwr. Langille's 

repuest, so that no extended romartrs about him ai'-e necessary. He 

ws.s simply a general misfit and an impossible man for ranpei', He 

had a faculty foi’ rubbing people the »;rcnp way on every possible 

occasion, and without excuse, i believe ae nas conaf^.;^ntious and 

meant v'rell but missed his c-allins-. A couple of hie letters are 

attached r.hich partly bring, out his peculiarities. He wasi^nce upon 

•> 

a time in the Navy; in his affray ftlth the boat load of Kaice In- 
dians, please notice that the ca.nce was '‘hraved to, broadside on'*, 
(Apparently only one the starboard battery was trougnt into 

action ; . 


Executive Pb rc e . 

The proper administration of this reserve, and of the pro- 
posed cnlarg:cd reserve, hangs entirely on the matter of transporta - 
tion , rather than on the numlci- of men in the executive force. I 
can not too strongly emphasise this point. If a hundred men were 
on duty it would 'nt help matters any. Renomber that if ranger is 
set dOwH upnae^ne of the islande of the reserve he is without a 
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horsG, that there are no rcafle or trails and that, for all prac- 
tical purposes, he can not move even a fev.^ miles across country on 
foot. The sea takes the place of roads and trails, and a host of 
saddle and pack animals. Stoirris rrf> frequent, currents are swift and 
distances are Afreet, so that small boats are almost useless. Also 
consider that the points at which there is any reserve business are 
voiy few and very for between. It will then be understood that 
the need is ior one or two Food men only, so equioped in the way of 
b oats that they can move rapidly, at all times, from one point to 
another. These one or two men, moreover, must be of a hipher grade 
than rangers. They themselves must tend to most all of the busi- 

t 

ness in their territory, in many cases without consulting the 
Officer In Charge. They have none of the ordinary ranger duty of 
those officers in the States; no road or trail building, no fire 
patrol or fire-f ip-hting and no stock to look after. Their chief . 
duties are to sell timber, scale lops and report on mining claims, 
(together with a good deal of special privilece buainoss) and they 
must be able to do all these things v/ell and without help. 

Not Rangers, but Deputy Supervisors . are needed. 

For the present reserve, one Deputy Supervisor is enough. He should 
be stationed at some convenient point on the west shore of Prince 
of v<plea Island. yi fit man can not be obtained for less than 
miDO'i.i'* a year(living pxpf’ns'^s net to be paid). 

If tho reserve is enlarged ?s recommended an additional Deputy Super- 
visor vyill be required, with headquarters '•t or near Juneau, to take 
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caro of the northern dix'ision, Ki? selsry nhould also be 
Fxan>ine.tions for these men rnd the nature of their equipment ?;ill 
ho discussc'd later on. 

r'uuipToent . 

In my mind the Officer In Ohrrre mu &■ t have a h.ort. X be- 
lieve sn efficient administration is impossible v:ithout it, with- 
out 0 boat he is in precisely the suiDe position as s Supervisor 
without a saddle horse, on a reserve i'ithout railroads, teleRraoh 
or telephone lines, depend-^nt for transportation on the voyaj^e of 
a weekly stage touching only ?t s fer points on the outskirts of 
his reserve, Nor can his m'=-n get to hin.' or communicate =v.'ith him 
any more than he can reach them, The regulnr mail and passeng-cr 
boats make weekly and sometimes bi-weekly trios to a few of the 
lartrest camps on the reserve, but they are of v«ry little help. 
Suppose he reaches one of these camps, he is no better off than be- 
fore, because his business is most often at some oth'ir neighbor- 
ing noint which it is impossible to reach without 9 boat. So he 
must tai:e his chances and g'^t thoro when end how he can, feioreovrr, 
if dependent on the regular boat, he must wait a week for its re- 
turn trip, although his buoineso iripy have been finishod up in a few 
hours . 

He must have a boat which is stjsworthy and which can go any- 
where in ordinary weather. This host should fee^vMo office. It should 
contain a full office equipment, ready for him to do business of all 
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kinds right on the S] 2 ot, .'h''-revor tic ^roec. He should be on the move 
Kith It almost conr f n t!) y . Unlosc. it is po:sih’«j to i'urni.;ii iiim 
. ith such 0 boat I Cv not r 'cnrmi'id ?ny addition to the resorvo ai'ea 
in Alaskai^ 4^id more t-h'-n this, i am convinced that uitliout it the 
tircS'Tit v^ory eorious In ■’oinp. lu.cine3S can not Vc romediod , 

rnd that the admin i ntr^ Mon of th’' .'roccr.t reeorvo hn more or 

] c-os nf a failure, lb?' loot Tu'-ln -fio le the crv-cicl tnlog; a; on it 
hrnr 0 the succcse or failure of the fci-oct i o"orvo policy in Alaska. 
Sf>ikr: t.lic Gupcrvi‘-crs •: f the ‘i- f.e.-'t rtc to a. rock rt t.\c lop of 
it, whitnoy and initiTKCt th'- tr iwxi tho resrrvo; that's the posi- 
tion of tho cfflcfr in /'losi.n til'nout s Vo’t, 


Ihc cost of 2 suitable boat, built for tho Forest 'Tjorvice, 
aj; 3 r bn fip.urod vs fallows; 

Dimnnsions; 


Ck It. overall, iilt, besiri. Jraft 6 ft, 
&..• tons mossui'eitiont . 


Snecil ications: 


Oak kits,' outside olankins -in. vertlcj^l prrln 
I'f d fii'i inside planting, in- fir; deck, 

i. and 1/*, in, tongue md iiroove; jceol , onp-ine bed, 
cabin and pilot house, rod iir; doed— i ightp In 
cabin; puilrrian Tiorths ; toilet, tvatcr and gasolene 
tanks built in; otovo, cook outfit, table ^nd 
dishes; lua&t, sloop rig; compass, anchors, anchor 
linen, oido and mast liahts; 

3poed, X-. mil os. * 

Approxiitat'^ coat •>! nu ' 1 end i ittinffQ; exclusive of online/ 
Fn‘:jino; tp horse powr'ri'un ion, ' cvl indor, cycle,,.,,,,,, 

lotal cost ........... 


' '1 

V. 150.00 

35 , 150 . "0 
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There is e chrncc th: t 9 -':uit^-h] e hor t c-?n he found 9] - 
resdy bui 't. if sjo its co.-'t uou''d r rob?!:'’ " be oor'e'-vh;*' t ''f'icw the 
cost of a new host. This nptt'r should therefor bp looked into rt 
the very be- Finn in 


I rocommond thot ivh-, Iirnoille be instructed ?t once to 
thoroughly exere.ine e"’! eunchc-s for sale in the Fueet 
Sound refion rnd renoi-t to r'-hether one suited to his 
.‘•ork Tiny be obte.ined ? rcesonsble price, end ot whst 
price. In cose such r to'-t is found, I recoiBKend thet it 
be purchased ot once. 

If r suite!''' f. bort can 'not br •■iurca.os-'=d , I recoromond that 
one be built for the 'Service, n’~'t to exceed the cost ’.'ncn- 
tioned above, at such p shi') yard "•nd accordinF to such 
contract as 'ray be roe^'iia''''nded br iViP. L^nEille. 


The abovo will bo the boat the Officer In Gharre, and 
his office. In sdvdition to this, tho t-o Deputy SuD'^rvisors Trust 
each have a boat, ni/ithcut boats their services: noul d be useless. 
It Is likely that suitable boats far thpen of'ficers c^n be pur- 
chaspci, r'^ady built, in Alaska. Tbip Deputy Supervisors tTiu''’t live 
on then most of the tiirp '•nd they must •'’loo serve as thair offi- 
ces. Hcadqurrters in erbine or t~nts err out ef the qur stion . 

The boats should be in the nature of auxiliary yev 7 le and should 
cost about ' "i e-ch. 

I recommend that br. Lanai"' le be instructed to kren a 
watch out for such bnate, and that tliry Ic purchased 
as soon as the Deputy ^-urt'^rvisors rioa appointed. 


Dxp-onses and bee e lots . 

The all ottr,v-Ti t r'''COTrm''nd'’d 
seem rather largo, 


f''r th-l.T erilarF'r d r’''S'rve ray 

The cost 


in consider-ot i on of the business done 
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ct n i'i.'il ‘.t -.t-riit! - i.-'rtion, -driMni 'itraL i. on «.'ii h iv lui 

« I'lOiLjitly, Is ' iv n ir. i'-t'i'J '< ''o. . .uii An oro-' r to thr. t 

it is f/ortu •: a •• t, t of >,t- 1 ii" tfi’l t’'c-'Lnt 3 I*-? cl 
r Xpert 2' 3 , 

t. Ofi'icor In '.Vi-’f''*" t . c 

Do vat y Du •■•rvio^rs - t ’ ,r. . 

inspector's itct: 

1 ^n; inoor ~t d, '• . . , , . . , 

« v.'OOiv ijtt r.*.# ••««<!« . ci.«f 

.?'ao i n t'-ucr or. !<' t for "ri'in-or., CooU ''rd 
xno-;cctor( uost to v». ropr i/. a < •< ost,/ i.-sriy,- 
‘I . r Kon th 

:*::.iiU..'nrncr: ; Osso^cnc-, ccntf- i.er C 

rfllJ.oTjo -.or iicur, c ■ .iouv? uor tlsy Tor ,i. ' ciays 

T' y 1^' 0 » * » t fljt ««««« 

incidentals, ro.'-iro, '.•tc,.,. , ' ..f 

Dopaty vap- rvi '- 07 ' c Hoc vs: 

i.'rintoii.-'ncei • i'i-7 , c-'V. I- ft j.- fsllon, 

i ■'Oil one nor 'tour, i ' hour? ovr dey for 

dnyo per y r;i’, melt i oot J. « * 

incir'’*nt" 1 " r jr?, ..... uV’.. 

Offico r:'nt, ’ torii!;or,, .A .. 


' ^ 4» *' » 


This totr 1 is v litti ' -icrr then trice th-* cli ott;;i- iit 


non wndo for the i-o^^rvc '•■i' , , ••.ores, .in conoid- 

ering this .ov.nuo t- Lt shoi.t'-' b< lorn- i.n thrt tin.- n* .. roserve 

.vil 1 h?vc ott ncreo,‘*f of ^.G, ' , i;ecS3 there e-re no expenses I'or 

rore’s, trails, ccTtins or t*’'!l ophon*- 1 in-rs end that there xc i^racti- 
cclly no cxp''ncc for "pt'ot' ('t • on” , "c c rrn.''r forcr ic- ct-oolatojy 


unnecessary, innto&d oi' itonoy ;cin; into tiiocc thinrs it pnes into 
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trsncportg-tion . it? othr-r boats , .^xnons*- ricraxTS ont 

shout V/iu oonte por aero, which is vory low, 

Kocoipts. 

i>urini». t’if> fiscal j'^oar l’ -b-l 6 rcccipta frows tho AT nx- 
andor Forest kooerv^ ^raount-'fl to ’i‘. It is feir to rscunc 

that thoy v(.ni ho at least oqua.J. to that ntim ricxt year^ ync! =?p a 
mattf'i nf f*'ct proha'-ly a P'-ccJ ctcal kiox’? ti-shcr will ho sold, .••.ft- r 
c on cult in f, th? rocorus a cons 'T'fptivr ffixir.ate plscon the total mill 
exit in south-east .*.1 as I- a ( from lore token from the uni'oserverj puh- 
lic domain) nt cppi’oximr tel.v 1”, .’.t-'r feet. In rclditior to this 

there is used annualy '-'bout inr, lineal f'^et of nilinp and 
apijroximately 5, cords of wood, lliese fipurse are based upon 
very inccnplete- records end the actual consunotion Is douttless a 
dood deal moi’e. With ''n aror thra'-’ tim«s that of th'^ nresent re- 
serve the returns from special orivilefes should bf’ at least three 
times Sc preat, 

Recripts frorr. rrci^^nt reserve rv,d?'.' ' 


Locr-ipta from :'ldition: 

13, ft, or cents «... 6,^ C*,'. 

'iC';',''ro lineal feet .rt cents,.,.. J.,6-.'r. v-d 

5, .ICO cords 1<. and I/.,-; cents 0-5, .c 

Special Frivil yen . . l,5eo.,}»’ 
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'iii-r* •.''C','-- c' I' i' V!>. ;;<*n'Jiturc'S "by 


o o 5^1 f 0 r t **• I"' ]. f' m fi r J' i n . 

Th-"' '•zi'vn'-c at' •■f' v.'ith tao purcAioce of boots 

is not incJucJed lo tb-'-so '■•'-ti'.irt.Tr. regt'rO to tuio it i3 Piinply 
Tif’Ci'oaory to coiicid i ih^t tn*' oroo’tt ^llovi»'C for tronaportation 
this y? 2 r on the prcc'-nt rco'^rvn^ , . / woulcl rintirf'ly pay tor 

tii'- Ipr’.poctoro boot in ? itt^o "cof i.hon rour yoars* 

Tho aalor.v of is * orc T'ot ‘'Tcrlor'' io also be— 

couo" bio sc^vry ■? ...11'^ ’'s rin'V •■'• ry -? soon 23 .1 Divivuty Uap>>r— 

VI ■'or '•ppointed. 


eju’! i 1 1 IfV . 1 2 C -f-lt . i 1.0 • 

il^itb-^r of ihf t\ o turn «h-. t')Ok th--^ ranj-^T fxrv*ination 
],?^t 3ui.'r*''r in ~ny ■'^y suit'^d to i for" -'t officp'rs, Lc3i'J~p, 
this rpoor-"-o do-'s rr't n-o"! '"ny ro, nor can ourtubjo ten be oh- 

tair-~<l ,-.ho will occ"i't .-crii rt r9ni rs aicri^s. /►n nzoniination 


for On^uty 

'^rvi -,.nr:' 

'hou' ^ I’l • ' 

i ; t. o.nco no notice should 


g.iV'->Ti th.-t 

the 55 f T v- i rt ^ 

5 T1 t rt ^ • 

, o-'- annur^'i. 




•r -h-u'' ' 1; 

errd, ;-o oueerxonn >'OOd 

for 


thf' v;p3t = rn stotf'o -r- n-it 't ~ i l r* in .•ilrs/ia. wuestxona 

re] a tin"’ to bort r.r^’i.rr'.t. on '.hould foil; ? oUi? f part of the papr-r 
and thece shou.i d T»<"' 'fPed 011 otior.r 1r 1 o>t. 1 e-rir.-f , s-c-V/iii.'l luol- 
neoD, lanr'i ] ptv ^nr* t-inl;"-}- ''ai’ , -"rr j.r.f ’^houjc' be- ontiroTy 

e3 imitated , f/r, I.anfinr ./ill subxit ?t cnci aut- s/f-a lions for the 
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f>xe-L'in r/.i.ion in soarn^nf^Jiip, In /Jaolis this n’nltrr is Jnst rs-nm- 
tial as hor'S<=>r.‘ianehip in tha 3t.at*-»ri; thn hoat tne ranger's horar' 
and lit? icunt navlcate the sea ins>'tra(l of followinf^ trai l r and roads, 
llie exaiuination should h*. Id at oner-. 

I’i rr> . 

Dsiif'cr from fire is ro vt^vy s'>Jp;ht th''t it ray he disrejrard- 
p(J, it is on"''/ in dry ^ee’'TT th"t fir^P ocovir '’t ?■>? and then 

tuoy are confinod ’'.imost ■'ntir-''' to th*' ''rusicof’p-' ■* ends where tho 
tii'ibp'r is noinabhy and of hardl?^ -my 'ivarcnantabl e value. I'he al- 
most inceesont ivin in tho l.?nt >:ind of fire protection. 
lioc.ds , t re 11 0 and o rl Ins or:/ i -se;-. inei speskine broedly) nor are any 
needed at present. 

Loundcr.v line? ere the shore linec, and hmee quite 7'3r-inly mark- 
ed. The prod ari.a.! ion '..hicli croEtf cl tho piestrit reR^rve in hovv- 
Gvor >ruite vague rs to jurt , hat lol auric are included on the ^'set- 
em side. It ri'^ntiors^ C''rtain l?r?p iolends by name and includes 
“all idrnds to seav/arc!". That is nlr-in ro fer as the western 
boundary .‘■-cey, hut .;hrt n1 not dl the little islands just off the 
pastern coasts of the T-arloan l ar-. e According to a strict 

reading of the proGlaD'C lion Ihey -r-' not included, rl thoueh they 
certainly should be •..ithir the renerve. If the oroposed addition 
is mau"! thia matter illl I'o r-rTi'*ciied ; if it is not trads, X suggest 
that the prenent boundary l.e ~?-,rnded in ^ecord'’nce -rith reconmenr^s- 
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tions :vhich 5<r. I'll rul. tit if' C 3 l l-^ri upon. 


j - 1 CircuT c r ho i X\ " c.'f. ? . 

1 heve ] rrfc'y rsupf? «'Stfc! to the Forester th.?t a concice 


end V'-ry hrirf puhiic'C- n tottfn out to contain a Etatcmf'nt of 
.li't th? lorost r-'f'-rv.' r'' for ''nd v. su-nniary of the rroie isihori- 

riit r^- c=u7 atior. .? only, it ..'nlO tuc f>'3c'e of the Use inoK. for 

ron'-ro] put-lie inf or>' '‘I i ''r. , 'ry id-r h-’inr thrt the Uoo dooK is now 
?lto''-th'-r too dptrit'-*' -r-i c^'p. fu’" irii- lor thr oveiaho mon oi tur-i- 
ro:=:a ?;!io wants to ;npw b't th' irri-'rv 'h i^csn and hoc. Lt can do 


l'U*^in‘=r.3 on thro-, foi cy. ~ , if r I’.antt to uno.i rhoth-.r or 

• ^ t 


Ti ''t h.'- ''.'■•p 1 

iny 

lii 

■I r, -r 

.lv--t u .0 to !;iin 

is all the detail -a 

inf ni'Toti on 

on 

• '0 n •'S 

to it. a 

f the ’J.n’ 

A f-'ood f.sort of this 

coneiais ''f 

in 

true tie* 

:■ la i.j'-- 

for St offic''r 

tnillfU' hi';! noli iio 


nhr'’t sell tivt-'r, .Ml th>' int n.'i- i.iai'ch: -r'-r t/ant'o to iirioi. is 
that rt** •.'hall uc j-i r-.,T x,^ 't-tI hini tirtt 'r, sk 1< it pi’crr.;’ tly , it a 


rcpoonahto orico and ar.d<T '^orivvonseriSf’ rul-'s. ihen he can apply to 
the Suu'^rvl'ior f*"'r d^'t: i ’ *• i inr'jnation, i hr-J iove =.*e aro T^ua.-iinp the 
mlotoli-i o." '-r.au'''inr Ih-'t • .• -ryhor' v aio- o ju-it ..hat can done on 
the r^'S'^rvoa; ?.a a ivatt-r ••f t ot it .%■; ^trae.?; (5.' pretty clearly of 
1. ate t‘i= I the av--ro;c ''■••ia ioon.'j >:'n j. -gtin very iiiuch in rht> dan. 
about it ••’11 ond that a brivf '~hninc-*s.o af i:ri;i»~n t( 1 fc Mia-ht 1 e oal'ed) 
if v,'iflp‘'y pircul''t.ad 1 '.1 ■’in-r-oo '"'r; -.ould halp out irir.;''n-coly . 


I a.n also b'=*^j innin*?’ to l-^'>ir>vo tii.'t thp U~:c D.aok cnntainr r'O 'nreh 
that it tends, quits oft'^n, to scare nenple off. 
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Along this Mne, I th-:- tf 3 yr.vh 7 .upnj* r).-c.plr' her*^ in 

T?coT.a a couple of Tion t.h.o rrc ■'nc? t’ney rer'» 'iiuca ^v^rcri r • <3 to 
loom that ^‘e -'.ere fro?'! the rc'^'^rv n in iho nort - 

vveat. Ihey ?si:er3 hn ''r.piy t'-' in ere-' th^^y > 7 antCf 3 to Vviv. 

At sny rato 9 Ronci?! circul.'fr for Alooiis ig sb-sol utolyu&s- 
aontipl. A iarp© pert the Use Book -lo^a not apply in that ro- 
pion rt 9ll and oerv‘i3 only to confuse th*' p^'oelo and th^m 

rpisleading ideas. Ihis r-'^port, under -e •^pjonriato ti''?dinns, oont'^ins 
r!90oinm>'ndption3 for TT^-ny ch'»ng*’S in 'i-hr* r'- p-ul.ationa os oopiir-d to 
AlasKa. i believe it nal d t'' -•'n nxcellort solioinc to rot out a 

I 

bi-lof publication containinr 0 eurriraary of all repul atione for that 
District, 93 tvell as a concise .sto teni»''nt explaining juot what the 
objects of the reservf' in that ropion. Tho peoolo thei-o now 
believe thrt it in mrdo to vithdraw the resources from use, to pro- 
tect the water supply 'nd increase th'* rainfalTj^ and to control the 

' 4 

ran.Po( fliRie there is no stock/. 

If it is thought beet to do this, i r:uypest that wr. Banpille 
and myself be allotved to look over the (.:ariu9crli)t before it lo pub- 


lished 
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Kxter^glon ot, the r eeerv e . 

AS c> oiBcur.eton of thin nubjoot involvon o con^id'-re ticn 
nf i.iiM pnhl ic ] nnd 1 ry/s in Ai=ini<e, ?p. i/ell ?n the {renenl uolicy 
of the *'OVf»rr»m«p t in the sTiepprt.iTOt of “sTI its tirr*hp'rT it ■Tip'ht 

i'f y,e*1 for the oection'- of ''orl Keseyve Bounderios to coonor- 

^ tp .in the mettora rn-'^nt i oik d r"iov'« 

'iaot oorlioo ol ~outh-er>st Ajpekp .not now inc^’iiGor; with- 
in til-.* reertvo ia of or-^ci-pfv too ^'.nt'io nature, both in rnaooct to 
ti-tiber ood economic con'll! ions, es the oortion reaorv^d. ir. order 
to v'ivp p cli^nr in'»i--'ht int'> oonditioA? en outline of the 

t 

i.>oiicv now I o3 towed ly the enei-pl j.-end Office in the f'liinoaal of 
timber on the public domain is eo'Cjr.n tl - 1 , it in briefly thic. Qhe 
.1 r or m'-’r ^ o*'? ..h rover no -..le-i^pe e.od cuts .viirtcver 

ne A'.ititn, without oeivi 'aioM i roHi .snyono end v.ithout notiiyinp 
hny officisl oi bin doinns. Once ^ .year ee.ch is vi.sitod by 

the oneciel nyent who ineuJ.r**s sr to the amount of its cut. An 
innocent trespass cane, ir tot n rr.rdf; out -^jr-'inat the own t who 
settiestif hf' does o-ttie^ on toe b^sis of tne luiTiber soned, .‘\s 
a rulo til*’ amount re -or tod to tn-’ nu thoi i t i '"s for V'Uy'T'ont of the 
stetutoi-y license fee of j. cont? p^r thousand feet la cccoot''d as 
0 bosis fnr the ntumi.‘?'-o nh=.i>..o, in .•’■ )oti.(-«s.'U'. Alasjii- tae ’•j''nor9l 
L.and Office cjliects ^ cr.nt' wor taov-opn-l tor •••»■.'/ tirab'’r, o.n<?- 
htlf cent per- foot for pjTJnrr '^nd centn per cord for ..ood. fvery 
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■bit nf ond ,'^cd cut. from th'"' ic domrir. in lor 


rs a troRpa 

as only, "ach 

end cv 

my 

ciifeumc!? jOfjlri’: 

OUOli 

t'i 'Tiller 13 

ciao3''d ar- 

G 1 1' 0 s }•• a 0 S' r . 

lie- cm 

Obt 

.'in li"..)'- £ frc'.. 

thv , 

ul i C •■> 0 - 

rain in no 

otJ '^ r r'oy, A 3 

one of 

tlv 

n pro cord it 

to me. 

tU;’y arc 


r 11 ='iiinocrn t thlcvfsa" I:.orc-''v.''r, tlr-.y r ' V ' 'i? o^sur'-noo h''t‘.'.v«-r 


that thi-o tl nu ? t: ic ’rioi-od n .on on in nnoc'tnt 

r-’nd o*' ttl Mt "o •’■•uch. xii'' oric'^ uiry he raisod 

ot ''uy time* it is ■’■J.-i-'l icu ’ t for tc to O'-e ijo.’i tlv' C-^iT-ral 

L-and Office con contj-nao to s tt'. c t!io in •ntt'^rs on iti;ioc':'nt tres- 
passes, it T-ay be oil very ..oil for tho fir'*t offonoc, hai non 
about the second time? All LJi* mil] o cut from thn public domain 


yo.or after ynar. .-..rv th'-y ‘‘innocont" tr' oporsera nhnu th y cone to 
mai'-c the second nottl '■'r-: nt ;* ,;h''n the oecoi;^ rp.rje comes u,.r iioiv cc.n 

tho Gcn-'^rsl Lrrid Offic'"- "v-'- . d the ?!upv^"r Court dee i*^i on;’ pi in i -•d 
on all cf itr. trespass roi-t:>n; to tc'- ellccl tlirt a iviJlfu'l tres- 
pass muot l e .settjf^d i>'r on. tur rf tl'.o I'.'nuf :'ctur? c : roduct? 

Is'nt It al tojM'thf 1 * ; ronr fci' line Unite'' ^^ll.-’ton to be in ouch a 
V>05ition that it can n' t difoopf of r stick of tinibcricnd I'C aeid 
for it] from the public torucin in Ala^k' 'without rlfiosirp the uct^rs 
as troBOsssers, •^v«;n if tli^y f.i-e “innccf-nt thiev’S* ? Is'nt 

it e rather 'aTibusinoaD-l iiie prcc'''edu3'e'r 

ir; this connection i “houl d 3 il:c tc oaoto the iith .bccticn 


of tlio Act of k,7y .4, i*.’ • , „i. Supp] --.'..Gn t, chapter - .rc.c fit: 

'»ihBt the Secretary of the Interior, under such rules and 
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r'Jiiul : tions :'3 he oiay pro''ciil>o, ".ay causr to I'c. ap^i'^isccl trie titn- 
1v>r or r-ny i-r>rt ugot; public 1 .’nro in Ihe Dietrict of Alao- 

.n, anrj tnay from ti 'f tr- ti- !? sell so isuch thereof as uc may clee-ni 
'.TCir’r for liOt loss ta-''n ih'^ - ppreised vlue thereof, in ouch quan- 
tities to each purch'sr-i he oiiall proscriho, to to us-'d in the 
Di<^trict of A.lanko, lait not for -xoort th-- refroni, 

ia-i-d such sales shell -^t ?li tin?' s la limited to ''Ctual nee- 
rasities for ca.n'a';ii tion in tlir f-i-rtri- t fi'em year to Y-?nr, and 
payiaents for such ti^il'.-'r rh^ll In 'ur/lc to the receiver cf guI] ic 
lior.'^ys of the 1oc-l Irvi-; offien ''f the 1 rnd di'^trict in ••bich arid 
tiitb*' r ney V.r sold, ;ind- r ••uch rul'^s and rof.-.ulatAons >s the secre- 
tary of the Interior '■•'y jir'-'ori’o, run tar nior>«=yn ariaii.t; there- 
frovu ^hfll It accounted frr ly the rtceivrr of such office to the 
Corori'^joionsr of the C''n'’r:'i i-nd r'ffico, ir r 3<-*per*'te ■'ccount, and 
'hall It covered into the- jrr-esury. 

’iho ^locret'-ry "i the ini'^i’icr r.sy under iefuJ r tj onn 

to Ip piT-f.cr i 1 f 0 by i ii; , I!.'- usi 'I tisrvli r found apen tiir l Ulr-iic 
■’ ''ndo -n said rastriet ol .'..'s’'L3 by wCtU"! .settlers, r''ai'Jcnts, 
incividucl niinrrs, rnd prc'.-p'ctors for .'..inrralfj, for firewood, fenc- 
ing, huxl.dinfB, n in i/ir, '•p'' c tir.r , rrd i.cr '■'’oi»;eotiC ^urpooes, .33 
i.i:"y ectuclly is ricr.d*=d ly -uci? p'r:on? loi .such puiroe.es. 


This loc:-,s to 
T. rose? ‘irw, u;id r tli'n 
u, fe t i on n i o i the hc ^ ' 


1 li.f 

- i rni'.-.rKol'i y 


1 ' \7 


■,1 ■'do 

r 1 i 

%• r: pf 1 .icu 1 n. 

i of 


.1 e •'■■nd V'Ty 

the folio.. in.' re-“- 

vJv^bi« ^ % *• *1 I^'*' n — • 


rrr;! Officer » 


w/in.o erlGC of tiir.l-r : re nptj.on:i, rn-'i the Secret?, i-y of the 
interior may excrcicp hie discretion ot oil ti'r.rs es to tne noc- 
•'BSit 3 '- or rdvis? bil ity ol ^-<y sole, retitlonr tiOi< i-'-eijonsible par- 
sons for the sale rf tiir.lcr in ,T:rticulcr localities v.ill Ic re- 
o-’iv-'d Ijf this OefTi-tc.' r:t icr e sn: id ’ it i len , 

Jluch n^titions ^.u' t c.vi^e too land upon .-.aioli thp. tiiabor 
rtonir., •'■s c- fin it ‘'ly 'o -•o'-ei'^' by n-tuiTi 1 rridi 'Jisrus, tae ohsr- 
"Cter of the country, ..iioth* r rouph, steep or mountainous, =i,(>ric?i]- 
tural or 'i.inrrrl, oi vrlu?lie ehi' fly lor its loreot f^rovith; and 
stFto ';hot'bcr or net the •iO’*ov'ol of the tinil-er ''/oul vt injuriously 
rff‘'ct for oullic jrit*r-'rtc. If ^ ny of th.'^ lin'l'.'i I? deed, 'iti- 
> • t- ! he ^u'ntity in r-rt, I'.o t-d s'T''Suee, v.ith tiio veiu--, and state 
..neth--'r kill -d by fjte ?i 'loc-j Of tar- live tianl't'r, state the 

diffei'ont kind;-; and osiir?ictc tr.a quantity of each kind in ti-veco per 
acre. ■"stirjTte the avsrrtre dieiiioter of esch kind "f tirrih'^r, and r,3- 
timato rho nurnlcr of tiet.s of each kind por acre above xhc averare 
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diameter. State the number of trees of each kind it is desired to 
have offered for sale, Pith an estirocie of the number of feet, board 
meo.8ure, th^^rein, and an estimate of the value of the timber as it 
stands. 

Before any ttftibefs authorised the timber will be examined and 
appraised. Notice thereof will be piv^-'n by publication by the Com- 
inlssioner of the General Land Office. 

The timo and place of filing bids and other infor’iation for a 
correct understandinp of the terms of each sal© will be riven by 
published notices or otherwise. Timber Is not to be sold for less 
than the appraised value. The Commissioner of the Oeneral Land Of- 
fice must approve all sales, and he may make allottraent of quantity 
to any bidder or bidders if he deems proper. The rlpht is also re- 
served to reject any or all bids, A reasonable cash deposit, to ac- 
company each bid, will be reouired, 

(The rest of the rerulationn relate to payments, supervision, 
and restrictions as to the free use clause, end need not here be 
quoted) . 


Since the passage of this Act in lur^u not a aticK of timb'-'r 
in Alaska has ever been sold und*>r its provisionsC at least so far as 
i can discover. 

The trouble is that the above refulatione are absolutely im- 
practicable BS applied to Alaskan conditions; they have the effect 
of making the law null ond void. The information called for in the 
petitions from those who wish to purchase timber could be obtained 
only at such rn expenditure of time and money as to make the preo- 
tlcal application of this law simply out of the question. After all 
this the timber must be exsit)in<^d and appraised, by which time the 
mill would probably be out of business. 

In discussing the method of dianoaing of timber on the unre- 
Qorvod public dora.-in in Alaska i hove aimed, simply to show that 
in my mind It is a very unfortunate method , 1 can not avoid this 
subject. The only object of a forest reserve In south-east Alasko 
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is to keep the timter in the hends of the e-ov'^rnment for the use 
of the people, end especially to provide for machinery Vthich will 
d-ispose of the timber promptly and in a ■business-] ike way to those 
who apply for it. If these o'bjects were already acoompl ishod in 
the disposal of tim'ber on the unreserved pu'blic domain the neces- 
sity of any forest reserve in that repion would be very much open 
to question. On the other hand, if the system on the public do- 
main is unsatisfactory! and I believe it could not be worse) there 
is certainly a very strong reaoon for ext^ndinp; the forest reserve 
to cover all public timberlands in that part of the District. 

These remarks are not made in the spirit of criticism against 
any branch of the povemment service; actual conditions are dis- 
cussed as they appear to me with the sole ob,1ect of showing that 
the general situation is badly in need of improvement and that this 
improvement can be brought about through an extension of the forest 
reserve system. 

As already stated the lands of south-east Alaska not included 
.vithin the present reserve are in ♦'very way similar to the reserve 
lands. They have been described in detail and mapped by l^r. Lansrill 
in his report on the proposed Panhandle addition to the present 
reserve. Before including them in the reserve it is necessary to 
consider two things only; first, whether timber can be disposed of 
promptly and without red tape; and secondly, whether the forest 



•-“Prodjcedatths. :.;'nal Afch.ves st o:vi( . ’ 

15 . 

reserve laws and re^ulationa will in any way interfere with tho 
developeiD'^nt of the country. 

vtiith the modifications of the ropulations recommended 'below X 
am convinced that there is absolutely no question as to the ability 
of the Joreot Service to handle the timber business promptly and to 
the satisfaction of all purchasers. 

Forest reserve laws and repulations will not interfere with 

legitimate developoraent , because the use and also the ownership 

of lands under patent is now, for all practical purposes, just as 

open and unrestricted within a reserve as on the public domain. If 

tho Trading and K'lanufacturing Site law in Alaska is cztonded to 

forest reservea^as it should be) the reserve lands will be as ouen 

of 

as the public domain to all kinds use and patent under the Alaskan 
land laws. It must be frankly admitted that there will be this dif- 
ference, however^ applications for potent and the use of lands will 
be examined into and reported upon by officers of the Forest Ser- 
vice, which is not the case on tho public domain, i can see no ob- 
jection to this whatever, although cs I have mentioned above it 
is tho cause of grave apprehensions in certain minds. 

Generally speaking, there is no agricultural land in south-east 
Alaska, Since the homestead law was made to apply there thorn has 
been just one patent granted under it. Little patches of garden 
vegetables end berries nro occasionally found end cultivation of 
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this description, covering usually hut a fraction of an acre, will 
doubtless continue to increase. A forest reserve would not interfere 
with this in the least; it would be the policy to encourapie it. 
Agriculture on any extended scale is out of the Question, and al- 
ways will be, for the simple reasons that there is no soil and the 
growing so’^son is too short. In a talk with the Register of the 

Land Office at Juneau I learned that num^’rous locations under the 

been 

Homestead Law had recorded f.ith the various U. S, Commissioners. 
According to the law, entries are not made at the Lend Office until 
the claims come up for final proof ( which may not be for seven years). 
He informed me that so far as he knew these locations were inva- 

r 

riably made on timber lands, for the sake nf the timber, and would 
be rejected when they come up for final proof. 

An important point in the present situation, where reserved 
and unreserved forests lie side by aide, la the fact that saw timber 
on the reserve is charged for at the rate of 60 cents a thousand 
feet, v/hereas just across the channel on the public domain orecise- 
ly the same kind of timber may l*o orocursd for a settlement of ao 
cents, Ihia is absurd, unless it Is the policy of the government to 
give away its timber on the public domain. Timber is tiforth 6' cents, 
and more, beyond the shadow of a. doubt, ^hen the Special Agent came 
to south-east Alaska there was already an established price of 5<'' 
cents on the reserve, but he telle me he thought beat to make all 
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settlementB st Uw cents iDecsuGe owing to the very uncertain laws 
ho had to back him up it v/es extremely doubtfull whether he could 
have induced the mill men to settle at a hi(?hor rate. He had to 
approach them very delicately to pet even that. All of ivhich I be- 
lieve is quite true, and which is another absurdity in the or»3sent 
situation • 

The Timber and Stone law does not st>ply to Alaska, nor is there 
any way in .hich title may be obtained to timber landsC except by 
using Soldiers Additional Homest- ad Scrip, v,hich is too expensive) . 
Hence there is no present danger of large bodies of timber falling 
into the hands of corporate interests, I am inclined to think, how- 
ever, that in the not very distant future timber conditions in the 
Puget Sound region will have changed to such an extent that the big 
timber corporations will think it worth while to have a look at 
south-east Alaska with a view to possible apoculative investments 
in that r©g;ion; end in that event there vrould be a hard fight waged 
for such changes in the timber laws as would allow title to pass to 
private ownership. If the establishment of additional forest re- 
serves is postponed any considf^rsbl e length of time it is possible 
that determined opposition from th^se interests might then be met 
with. 


The present reserve can not be enlarged v/ithout calling forth 
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much unfaTorable ocntimcnt; th'>r? io no -tuostion about that. At tho 
same time the oppooitlon /-ill come wholly from those who ^re un- 
informed or misinformed on the eub.irct, from thoso who merely im- 
agine their interests will euffer, or from those who object to the 
government exercising eny control in the timber businoss. Forest 
Reserves have been crested in the western states^in many instances) 
in the face of just such opposition; snd after the lapse of a year 
or tv/o the sentiment has turned about and become so strong in their 
favor that it would now be a. very difficult mstt’-^r to abolish them. 
It will come about just so in Alaska. 

I therefor recommend that all that part of south-east 
Alaska bound'^d by the inter-national boundary on the 
south, east and north, and by the 141st meridian rnd 
the open see on the west, be proclslmed as a Forest 
Reserve, or better rs a National Forest; provided that 
the Officer in Charge and the Deputy Supervisors can be 
furnished with '=ultable boats, as recommended above; and 
provided also that action be not taken on this matter 
until recommendations arc submitted for certain exclu- 
sions within this area surrounding the principal towns 
and settlements. 

It seems desirable to exclude certain ares in the vicinity of the 
towns, and recommendations to this effect are. now in preperation. 

It is a very difficult matter to describe such exclusions, because 
the whole country is unsurveyed; hence the delay. 
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The West Coast and the Interior . 

South-east Alaska, the country examined, is hut a 
drop in the bucket. It can hardly be considered a part of the real 
Alaska, 7/hich stretches two thousand miles westward toward Siberia 
and a thousand miles northward to the Arctic, a country three tiroes 
the size of California. 1 can not make definite recommendations 
as to a forest policy for a repion I have not personally visited, 
but as I had a chance to pick up a good deal of reliable infor- 
mation of various kinds I should like to make some suggestions , 
merely, which may serve as matters of consideration in connection 
with any possible future action. 

llie Forest Service is already in possesion of Mr. 
Langille's reports on timber conditions in the Prince Williaro 
Sound, Kenai and Nome regions. I am not in a position to add any- 
thing of importance. There is no apparent objection to making forest 
reserves in each of these districts at any time. On the other 
hand, there seems to be no pressing need of doing so. But very 
little timber is cut, and the principal objects in making reserves 
would be to try rand control the fires, to get a fair price for 
what timber was cut, and to hold a certain check on Homestead fil- 
ings which are now being made, it is reported, in order to gain 
possession of and cut off the tiraber(each claim "^20 acres). There 


are several railroads under construction in-the Williams Sound and 
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Kenai regions, which r7ill undcuTbtedly oprn thinp-t? up e pood deal, 
it is questionable vshGthor any of these reserves would poy ex- 
penses. If created, there should b*' a Supervisor at Sorard to 
tend to the Kenai f-oninsular, one at Orce to look after the business 
of the '*illisnis Sound country end ore rt Council for t.he Norton 
Bay 073d Nome recrions. No rsnpers would be needed. These officers 
must receive at least at Orca and Seward and 

St Nome. Common waprs are s little above these fitrures. Under 
any circumst&nces it <»ould be exceedingly difficult to pet men 
competent and experienced enoueh to run the business; and more 
difficult still to keep them. And here aeain not much ^of anythin? 
could bo done rrithout boatsCexcept at Council). 


The forests of the Interior present an entirely different 
problem. In the T'anana and Yukon basins the timber occurs in 
stripe elonp the streams and senttorod promiscuously about over 
the hills and mountains. It is smell and largely scinibby, but of 
great local value, of course, in conn^'ction with the placer work- 
ings end buildings. It Is so irr'^gularly distributed and so little 
of the region is really knofin that it would be Impossible to 
establish reserves v7lthout including great areas which should be 
loft outside. J.;oreovor, the innumerable mineral locations would 
croeto a constant turmoil in the reserve administration. 
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Brtjidns this, it l 2 ths ''f r. f Off'S t to korp the 

3 producinr timT-'^r for future uef*. Here it is n'erely o mat tor 
of ruess-work ^hethor tho futuro VjJll need r>ny tinibpr. 'Ihe life of 
the plecer industry i« v.oriously '’stimotrd et from b to Co yoars, 
donondino upon new diROOveri«'s rnd Improved methods, tor oxsmple, 
in frirtonke notody fifur" s upon rcsnl ostste hevinp- ony value 
after iv; j’^earn ct tho lonpost, snd many heliovo It till he of 
little value after 4 or C years. The Canadians dispoof of their 
timber with tlie sole idea that it is of present value only and 
that it is foolish to nrovido for- a future supply when the whole 
country is soon to he abandoned. And there is a rood .deal in this. 

J 

The Generol Land Office makes tresoass settlements here in the 
Interior just as in south-east Alaska, and on the same basis, £0 
cents per thousand. In this ref ion common lumber sells at from 
1^60,00 to ^iJyo.rO per thousand ff'et, rnd finished stuff for about 
$100,00. The Canadian Government charpes not less than '^k.OP per 
thousand feet stumpspe. Altbouah ntill bearinc in mind the fact 
that the laws under ;7hlch these trespass settlements are made are 
far from satisfretory It is n^ve rtheloss vex’y difficult for mo to 
beliove that the United States must sell its atumpaee for LO cents 
when common lumber brlnps from $50. to 57v,'r*0(unl9S8, as before 
mentioned, it is the povemments policy to p ive awey its timber). 


I have not b^on instructed to report upon the public land 
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lavas of Alaska; but I wrs instructor* to '’size un the grneral situa- 
tion'-, I’his, in my mind, inciucleE the Question of the advisability 
of maKirip forest reserves in the Interior; end I can not discuss 
this matter without taking into account the methods now applied 
by the General Land Office in the disposal of timber from the 
public domain. So 1 shall ^■•0 ahead «nd make a eup-goation. 

It seems to me that in the Interior, ju^^t as in south-east 
Alaska, it is very poor business for the Unit'^d States net to be 
able to soil 3 stick ef timber v.lthout makinp a tresoess case out 
of it, in addition to this it strikes me that it is open to ques- 
tion uhother it is worth while to <?o to the expense of coll''cting 
riO cents a thousand stumpape for lumber selling: at to ^7C.'P, 

Grant that on account of hiph wsp-es the expense of lopginv and manu- 
facture is hipher than in south-east Alaska, where common labor is 
per day. in the Interior lumber is about five times as val- 
uable; but wages and the scale of living ere nowhere near five 
times aa his^h, and I believe the gov^'mment mipht just as well give 
away its timber obaolutely ss to collect ik cents. 

Forest reaorvos are imoracticable in this region; but vvhy 
can't the Act of May 1 J?J, be piat in working order? (see pages 
3<i, and 14-) . Are thero any legal objections to the following 
proceedure; 

Let the Secretary at once appraise all the timber in the 
lanana and Yukon watersheds; no examination will be necessary, es 
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the V2laf> of tho timt^r msy det^rjiinod from the rf^commrndetionn 
of men ’.\'ho have 2.I ready .nade extensive examinations in the reRion. 

One price may "he set for the vhole liistrict, or two or three dif- 
ferent pric'--s may he made for two or thr^e different districts. If 
desirable, the prices Ttay vary according to species and condition. 

Then lot the Secretary Rive public notice of this appraisal and 
call for bids, stating, at the same time, that after a certain date 
timber out fj'om the public domain ..ill bo disposed of under this 
Act only and that innocent Ircspass settlements will no lonRcr be 
made. Let the oocretary authorize his agents in Alaska to .approve 
all salos and make allottments of quantity to all bidders, selling 
tho timber os anplird for rif-ht on the proundiunder such arrange- 
rae.nts for payments, etc. as the Secretary may make). 

It may be objected that the Secretary cen not delegate his au- 
thority to sell timber; under the regulations he has already made 

he states “The Commissioner of the Gem^ral Land Office must ap- 

prove all sales, and he ’.'iay make allotiiTient of quantity to any bid- 
der or bidders if he deems proper . “ The law reads "That the Secre - 
tary of the Interior .may from time to time sell so much 

thereof as he may deem proper, for not less than the appraised value 
thereof, in such qurntitip-a to each bidder as he. shall prescribe...," 

He has therefor already del«-rot'>d hie authority to the Commissioner 
in tho matter of mskinr niottments to purchaaers; he not like- 

wise d-'legate his authority to an Ag^'ot in the field? 

Und*r this -r ranpem'^nt the timber ne"d be applied for according 
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to gonersl location only? such os a wat'^rslip'l or olooe); the approzi- 
mstf; omoant end kinds desir-'-d '*houl <3 "be named. No other details aro 
nocesssry, nor need any restrictions '.fhntevor he imposed as to 
tho cutting snrl removal ( except ?a to the time allowed). The logs 
could he scaled at the mill or on tho rround, or if more desirahle 
payment could he made on the lasts of the lumher cut, Cordwood 
should he appraised eep'rately and scaled and paid for under a eop- 
erate arrangement. 

Ihree mon could tend to the kvhol e business in the Interior; for 
the Yukon, one at Fagl e and one at Circle; for the Tanana, one at 
Fairbanks, 

Tho chief advantages of this system over tho proeent one would 
be that timber and wood could be sold outright according to a busi- 
ness-like ffiothod, rather t-hrn according to a plan in which every 
user is a trespasser; end the govemment i^ould get a fair return for 
its o.^n resources. 

If reserves ere not mode in tho Ailliania Sound, Kenol yr\d Notre 
regions, (and 1 am not ot all sure that they should be) this nl.an 
would undoubtedly brine about a rroat improvement in those districts 
also. In fact, hov? would it do to make it apply to pH that psrt 
of Alaska not included v/ithln the proposed enlarged reserve? 

Hero is another suggestion; would it bo advisablo to ask 
Congress to transfer the exfcution of this law to tne Secretary of 
Agriculture, with an aroendraent providing that expense's shall be paid 
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frotn, and returns po into th#* Special Fund? 

All the matters refered to under this headinp are merely sug- 
gestions, not recommendations. 


National Ivionuments . » i 

Mr. Langille has already recomirended the reservation of cer- 
tain Totem Poles at Tiirikan end Old Kesaan. I believe this Is an 
excellent idea end that totems at other old Indian villaees should 
also be nres'^rved by the Federal Government. It seems much more 
appropriate to keep these most interestina relics in their natural 
surroundings than to allow thoir removal (on any extensive scale) out 
of the country. If properly looked after they will remain in a good 
state of preservation for many years. The Indians themselves are 
fast losinm all inter'^st in them and it is probabl e that they will 
be destroyed, sold or riven away unless steps are taken to look afte 
them right away. As one of the younger and civlliKed(?) Indians re- 
marked, "No good; old fashioned; cut 'em dov/n pretty soon". 

The title to the ground rests with the United States, i-he Indians 
having a possessory right only. But the poles themselves are the 
property of the various clans which lived in the now abandoned vil- 
lages. Members of these clans, or their descendants, are still liv- 
ing and would undoubtedly claim own'^rship in the various totems. I 
believe they would gladly relinauish all claim to them if they are 
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made to und^retand that Iho Opstt .vliito Chief wanta to thorn 

just as thoy are so Tonf^ 03 they vjill stand . Tho trout] o ‘.’ in como 
in H'^ttino come kind of sritt-^n consent to thjs from the vrr?/ num- 
erous otniora, T'lnch family, or each orouo of families livinp; to- 
Kothor in 3 comr/iunal house, hed n tntom pole intHihr yard, or near 
by. So far as 1 can mak" out, consent must bo obtained from the 
oldest men of thono fatnil if »9 for the transfer to the 5?ovemment of 
each polo. 

I rocoiTimend that irir, I.^^nfille le instructed to look into this 
matter and submit I’ocomnendationp for 9 drfir.ita course of proceed- 
ure. Also that ho bo yivan ell nossible infcrniction rs to now to 
eo about it. Porhapn the Office ef Indian Affairs ccn offer some 
sufr^estions. 
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Reserve Organization. 
SUkMARY OF RECPyilViEHDATIONS. 


1. That i/.r. Langille be coirimended for his excellent work as Officer 
In Charge, that he be cautioned about the tons of his letters to 
those doing business on the reserve, and that ho be promoted to 
a salary of ’’>2,000.00, 


That examinations for Deputy Supervisors in Alaska be held at 
once, at Ketchikan, WrangelT and Juneau; and that a chief part 
of the examination consist of written questions and practical 
demonstrations in seamanship( small boat navigation). Also that 
the paper as a whole be prepared with special regard to Alaskan 
conditions. 


.'5, That as soon as a list of eligibles is available, one Deputy 
Supervisor be appointed for the west coast of the present re- 
serve, and one for the northern division of the enlarged reserve, 
provided the addition recommended is made; the salary of such 
Deputy Supervisors to be vl,5f0.('0 each. 


4. That a boat, with general specifications as recommended, be at 
once procured for the Officer In Charge; that this officer be 
instructed(durlng his coming leave of sbsesfce) to see whether a 
suitable boat may be purchased ready built in the Euget Sound 
or Columbia River districts; that in case one is not found, a 
boat be built for the Service, net to exceed the cost mentioned 
in this report, at such a ship yard and according to such a con- 
tract as may be recommended by Mr. Lanpcille. 

Ibiat the Service also purchase boats for the two Deputy Super- 
visors, when appointed, their cost net to exce-^d ;1,C''0k .01* each, 
and that Mr, Langille be instructed to look up suitable boats 
for this purpose and recommend their purchase. 
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(Summary of recominf>ndations, continup.a;. 


5, That in esse the reserve is enlarged ss recommended, the allott- 
Tient for lC07-i?Cd be not less than $12,000.00, and that this 
amount he expended substantially as indicated in the detailed 
estimate . 


6. That in case the present reserve is not enlarp-ed, its eastern 
boundary be more definitely defined in an amended proclamation. 


7. That a special circular for Alaska be prepared, explaining 
briefly the objects cf a forest reserve in that District and 
containing the amended regulations for Alaska, omitting all de- 
tailed instructions to forest officers; and that the widest 
possible circulation be given to this publication, 

T 

d. That the Alexander Archipelago Forest Reserve be extended to 

include all of south-east Alaska, V7ith boundaries as recommonded; 
but only in case the officers are furnished with boats, also as 
recommended, and action not to be taken until recommendations 
for certain exclusions «=re submitted. 

That this reservation le proclaimed and knov/n, if practicable, 
as the "Baranof National Porest" or the “Panhandle National 
Forest'- . 

("Alexander Archipelago" is much too cumbersome a name, and 
should be done away with, no matter ?,hat the new nsmp may be. 

The Forester's suggestion that the reserves be called "National 
Forests" would have an exc^llf^nt effect in Alaska, where the word 
"Reserve" creates an immense amount of obnoxious feeling, i be- 
lieve it would practically do away with all opposition bened on 
ignorance and misinformation). 


SUWiMARY OF SUGGESTIONS. 

1. That no immediate action be taken toward the creation of forest 
reservf s in the Frincewilliara Sound, Aenai i-eninsular and Noiton 
Bay regions. 
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{Suramary of Suggestions, continued). 


<i. That consideration Le given to the possibility end desirability 
of disposing of all timber and wood on the public domain in 
Alaska( outside of forest reserves) under the Act of Way 14, 
sales to be made by agents on the ground, without restrictions 
of any kind(except as to time) as to the cuttinF and removal. 


•I?. That the possibility and desirability of transfering the execu- 
tion of this law to the Secretary of Agriculture te considered. 


4. That steps bp taken to make ''National Wonunients'* of certain 
Indian villages which contain remarkable specimens of Totem 
Poles. 
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Value of forest products; 

Sawtimber 11,135,030 feet E,M,@ 50^ 
Piling 1,189,420 linear feet @ 1/2^ 
Gordwood 1,657 cords 25^^' 

Stave Bolts 90 cords @ 25;^ Vov. 

Total 


$.5, 566 .51 
5,947.10 
414.25 

22.50 111,950.36 


SPECIAL USSS. 

There are 44 operative special uses, on five. of these 
the annual rental has not, been paid, and on six others tlr^re is 
no annual charge; the total sum received from this source was 
$414.48 for the period January 1, to December 1, 1908, making 
the agg'-^egate sum from all the Porest resources of Alaska 
$12,364.84. 


INDUSTRIES . 

The depression in the price of copper which was coincident 
with the financial panic of last year seriously effected the 
operation of the copper properties of this section and resulted 
in the closing down of prcatically all of them. All the producing 
mines were on Prince of Wales Island and the cessation of work 
made a material difference in the industrial activity of the 
National Forest. 

There was no great activity in prospecting and the only 
mineral discoveries that have attracted much attention were new 



